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By CATHERINE LUCEY and 
LISA MASCARO, Associ-
ated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump ac-
knowledged Sunday that 
weekend shutdown talks 
led by his vice president 
would not break an im-
passe, as newly empow-
ered House Democrats 
planned to step up the 
pressure on Trump and Re-
publican lawmakers to re-
open the government.
Heading to Camp David 

for staff meetings, Trump 
showed no signs of budg-
ing on his demand for $5.6 
billion for a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. Under-
cutting the staff-level talks, 
Trump declared that only 
he could make a deal with 
Democratic leaders — “in 
20 minutes, if they want to.”
Said Trump: “If they don’t 
want to, it’s going to go on 
for a long time.”
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President Donald Trump speaks on the South Lawn of the White House as he walks to Marine One, 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press.
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By REBECCA SANTANA, As-
sociated Press
MARKSVILLE, La. (AP) — It 
was supposed to be a fun, 
post-Christmas trip to Dis-
ney World for 14-year-old 
Jeremiah Warren and his 
friends from a church in 
this small Louisiana town 
— “clean fun” as Warren’s 
aunt described it. But then 
word came of a fiery crash 
on a Florida highway that 
killed seven people, includ-
ing five children from this 
area traveling in a church 
van.
“We knew it had to be 
them,” said Warren’s aunt, 
Jacqueline Williams, sitting 
in the living room of her 
Marksville home. She’d just 
returned from church Sun-
day morning where she’d 
done the only thing she 
could: prayed.
“When they left you were 
looking for them to go have 
fun and enjoy themselves. 
No one expected anything 
like this to happen,” she 
said. The small town has 
been reeling since news 
spread that a church van 
from the Avoyelles House 
of Mercy traveling outside 
of Gainesville, Florida, was 
caught in a fiery crash in-
volving two 18-wheelers 
Thursday. In addition to the 
five children in the church 
van, the two truck drivers 
were also killed in the acci-

dent. Officials said at least 
eight others were injured, 
some seriously.
Two vehicles traveling north 
— a tractor-trailer and a car 
— smashed into each other 
and then burst through a 
metal guardrail, slamming 
into another semitrailer and 
the southbound van car-
rying the children. Diesel 
fuel leaked, and the mass 
erupted into a fireball, the 
Florida Highway Patrol said.

A fifth car, unable to avoid 
the chaos, sped through 
and hit people who were 
thrown from the van, the 
highway patrol said.
In a statement posted 
on the United Pentecos-
tal Church International’s 
Facebook page, Louisi-
ana district superintendent 
Kevin Cox said a pregnant 
woman injured in the crash 
and her unborn child had 
been stabilized. Cox also 

said church pastor Eric Des-
cant’s 50-year-old wife, 
Karen, was injured and his 
granddaughter killed. Cox 
said a total of nine children 
and three adults were in 
the church van.
Authorities identified the 
dead children as Joel 
Cloud and Warren, both 
14; Cara Descant, 13; Brie-
na Descant, 10; and Cierra 
Bordelan, 9. The relation-
ship between the Descant 

girls and the pastor was not 
immediately available.
Williams described her 
nephew as an “easygoing” 
boy; Warren and Cloud 
were best friends, she said, 
who lived across the street 
from each other; two of the 
girls who were killed lived 
on either side of her neph-
ew, she said.
Only about 5,500 people 
live in Marksville — the seat 
of Avoyelles Parish — about 
165 miles (265 kilometers) 
north of New Orleans. The 
town’s small size brought a 
level of personal connec-
tion to the tragedy — many 
people knew the victims’ 
families personally or know 
friends and family who 
knew them.
As news of the tragedy 
spread, people gathered 
for vigils, or prayer services 
to remember the children 
and pray for their families 
and the survivors. Dozens of 
people gathered Saturday 
for a rosary at a Roman 
Catholic church. On Sun-
day morning, black ribbons 
hung on the doors of the 
Avoyelles House of Mercy 
where parishioners gath-
ered. On Monday, a can-
dlelight memorial service 
is being held at the town’s 
high school football field 
where religious figures from 
across the small community 
are expected to speak.q

Louisiana town reels from loss of 5 children in fiery crash

Flames engulf vehicles after a fiery crash along Interstate 75, Thursday, Jan. 3, 2019, about a mile 
south of Alachua, near Gainesville, Fla. 

Associated Press

Suspects sought in California bowling alley triple homicide
By Associated Press
TORRANCE, Calif. (AP) — 
Police searched for sus-
pects Sunday in a shoot-
ing that killed three men 
and injured four during a 
brawl at a popular Los An-
geles-area bowling alley 
and karaoke bar.
Cell phone video aired 
by KNBC-TV showed 
groups of people throwing 
punches as a crowd gath-
ered late Friday at Gable 
House Bowl in the coastal 
city of Torrance. Gunshots 
suddenly rang out and on-
lookers screamed and ran 
for their lives.
There were no arrests. Po-
lice Sgt. Ronald Harris said 
Sunday that investigators 
are trying to determine if 
there may be more than 

one suspect.
“We just don’t know at 
this point,” he said. “That’s 
one of the many questions 
detectives are looking at.”
Friends and family mem-

bers of the victims held a 
candlelight vigil Saturday 
night in the parking lot of 
the bowling alley in south-
ern Los Angeles County. A 
memorial with photos and 

flowers was also set up at 
the site. Officers respond-
ing to panicked 911 calls 
found seven people with 
gunshot wounds. Three 
men were pronounced 
dead at the scene and 
two were taken to a hos-
pital, Harris said. Two other 
men were struck by gun-
fire but “opted to seek 
their own medical atten-
tion.” 
Authorities have not identi-
fied the victims or suspects 
or released details about 
what led to the shooting. 
Witnesses said it stemmed 
from a fight between two 
large groups.
Dwayne Edwards, 60, of 
Los Angeles, said he re-
ceived a call from his 
nephew that his 28-year-

old son, Astin Edwards, 
was one of those killed. His 
nephew told him his son 
was attempting to break 
up a fight when a gunman 
“just started unloading.”
“I’m thinking this is a dream 
and I’ll wake up,” Edwards 
told the Orange County 
Register. “He was a good 
kid. I don’t understand it.”
A grieving mother told 
KABC-7 her 28-year-old 
son, Robert Meekins, died 
while trying to break up 
the fight. She said Meekins 
and Astin Edwards were 
close. “They were friends, 
so I know he probably 
jumped in and helped As-
tin and whoever he was 
with ... but I don’t think my 
son deserves to die,” Ang-
lean Hubbard said. q

Investigators look for evidence around a shopping center ad-
jacent to the Gable House Bowl following a shooting in Tor-
rance, Calif., on Saturday, Jan. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press.
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Trump says he needs to deal with Dem leaders to end shutdown
Continued from Front

With the partial shutdown 
in its third week, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
she intends to begin pass-
ing individual bills to re-
open agencies in the com-
ing days, starting with the 
Treasury Department to en-
sure people receive their 
tax refunds. 
That effort is designed to 
squeeze Senate Republi-
cans, some of whom are 
growing increasingly anx-
ious about the extended 
shutdown.
The seemingly intractable 
budget showdown marks 
the first clash for Trump 
and Democrats, who now 
control the House. It pits 
Trump’s unpredictable ne-
gotiating stylings against a 
largely united Democratic 
front, as many Republicans 
watch nervously from the 
sidelines and hundreds of 
thousands of federal work-
ers go without pay.
After another round of talks 
led by Vice President Mike 
Pence with senior con-
gressional aides, Trump 
tweeted that the session 
had been “productive.” 
But two Democrats famil-
iar with the meeting gave 
a different take, saying the 
White House had not pro-
vided the budget details 
they had requested and 
again declined to re-open 
government. One of the 
officials — neither was au-
thorized to speak publicly 
— said no additional meet-
ings were scheduled.
Trump said earlier in the 
day that he was hoping 
for “some very serious talks 
come Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday.” 

While insisting he wanted to 
make a deal, he also de-
clared he would not give 
an inch in his fight for fund-
ing for a border barrier, say-
ing: “There’s not going to 
be any bend right here.”
Speaking to reporters later 
in the day, Trump said he 
had told aides to say that 
they wanted a steel barrier, 
rather than the concrete 
wall he promised during 
the campaign. Trump said 
Democrats “don’t like con-
crete, so we’ll give them 
steel.”
The president has already 
suggested his definition of 
the wall is flexible, but Dem-
ocrats have made clear 
they see a wall as immoral 
and ineffective and prefer 
other types of border se-
curity funded at already 
agreed upon levels.
Among the Republicans 
expressing concerns was 
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
who said Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
should take up bills from 
the Democratic-led House.
“Let’s get those reopened 
while the negotiations 
continue,” Collins said on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press.” 
Democrats criticized Mc-
Connell for waiting on 
Trump’s support, but Collins 
said she was sympathetic 
to McConnell’s opposition 
to moving legislation with-
out agreement from the 
president.
Several Republicans 
pushed the Interior Depart-
ment to find money to re-
staff national parks amid 
growing concerns over 
upkeep and public safety. 
And Senate Minority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
suggested Sunday that 

pressure would only mount 
amid the shutdown, which 
he said is disrupting Trans-
portation Security Admin-
istration operations, home 
loans and farmers in his 
state.
“Democrats and now a 
growing number of Repub-
licans are coming together 
and saying let’s open up 
the government and de-
bate border security sepa-
rately,” Schumer told re-
porters in New York.
Adding to concerns, fed-
eral workers might miss this 
week’s paychecks. Acting 
chief of staff Mick Mulvaney 

said on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press” that if the shutdown 
continues into Tuesday, 
“then payroll will not go out 
as originally planned on Fri-
day night.”
Trump reaffirmed that he 
would consider declaring 
a national emergency to 
circumvent Congress and 
spend money as he saw fit. 
Such a move would seem 
certain to draw legal chal-
lenges.
Incoming House Armed 
Services Committee Chair-
man Adam Smith, D-Wash., 
said on ABC’s “This Week” 
that the executive power 

has been used to build mili-
tary facilities in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan but would likely 
be “wide open” to a court 
challenge for a border 
wall. Speaking on CNN’s 
“State of the Union,” Intel-
ligence Committee Chair-
man Adam Schiff called 
the idea a “nonstarter.”
“Look, if Harry Truman 
couldn’t nationalize the 
steel industry during war-
time, this president doesn’t 
have the power to declare 
an emergency and build 
a multibillion-dollar wall on 
the border,” said Schiff, D-
Calif.q
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By Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
National Park Service says 
it is taking the extraordinary 
step of dipping into en-
trance fees to pay for staff-
ing at its highly visited parks 
in the wake of the partial 
government shutdown.
P. Daniel Smith, deputy di-
rector of the service, said 
in a statement Sunday that 
the money would be used 
to bring in staff to maintain 
restrooms, clean up trash 
and patrol the parks. 
He acknowledged that 
the Trump administration’s 
decision to keep the parks 
open during the weekslong 
budget impasse was no 
longer workable and so 
more extreme measures 
were warranted.
Parks have been relying 

on outside help for security 
and upkeep.
“We are taking this extraor-
dinary step to ensure that 

parks are protected, and 
that visitors can continue 
to access parks with limited 
basic services,” Smith said.

Park Service to tap into entrance fees to keep operating

A sign is posted on a gate blocking a parking lot to Land’s End in San Francisco, Thursday, Jan. 
3, 2019. 

Associated Press.

By Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Dis-
neyland Resort is raising 
prices ahead of the sched-
uled opening of a Star 
Wars-themed expansion, 
with the cheapest daily 
ticket costing more than 
$100.
Less than a year ago, 
prices were raised by up 
to 18 percent. The prices 
that took effect Sunday for 
tickets, annual passes and 
parking represent increases 
of up to 25 percent.
The Los Angeles Times re-
ports price increases in re-
cent years haven’t thinned 
the throngs at Disneyland 

and nearby California Ad-
venture Park.
A one-day, one-park tick-
et is now $104 for low-de-
mand days, such as May 
weekdays. Tickets for reg-
ular- and peak-demand 
days are more.
More visitors are expected 
for this summer’s open-
ing of “Star Wars: Galaxy’s 
Edge.”
Spokeswoman Liz Jaeger 
says the resort offers a va-
riety of tickets while help-
ing manage demand and 
spread visitation.
The least expensive one-
day ticket to Disney World 
in Florida is $109.q

Disneyland raising prices, 
cheapest daily ticket 
over $100

Republican Sen. Steve 
Daines of Montana warned 
Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt on Saturday of 
“significant risk to property 
and public health” without 
funding. Three Utah Repub-
lican congressmen also 
asked Bernhardt to restart 
regular operations.

Democrats want the parks 
fully opened. 
But Rep. Betty McCollum of 
Minnesota, the incoming 
chair of the subcommittee 
overseeing Interior appro-
priations, said Sunday that 
dipping into user fees was 
“not acceptable” in this 
situation, and likely violates 
the law. Parks supporters 
called the administration’s 
move misguided.
“Instead of working to re-
open the federal govern-
ment, the administration is 
robbing money collected 
from entrance fees to op-
erate our national parks 
during this shutdown,” said 
Theresa Pierno, president 
and CEO for the National 
Parks Conservation Associ-
ation. “For those parks that 
don’t collect fees, they will 
now be in the position of 
competing for the same in-
adequate pot of money to 
protect their resources and 
visitors. Draining accounts 
dry is not the answer.”q
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By JUAN A. LOZANO
Associated Press
HOUSTON (AP) — A black 
man was arrested and 
charged with murder in the 
killing of a 7-year-old black 
girl in a drive-by shooting 
that authorities said Sunday 
appeared to be a case of 
mistaken identity, not a ra-
cially motivated attack, as 
her family feared.
Jazmine Barnes’ family had 
described the gunman in 
the Dec. 30 slaying as a 
white man driving a red 
pickup and believed race 
played a role in the shoot-
ing. But acting on a tip 
received by a civil rights 
activist, the sheriff’s depart-
ment zeroed in instead on 
Eric Black Jr., a 20-year-old 
black man who admit-
ted he was driving a dark-
colored SUV from which a 
passenger opened fire, au-
thorities said. Harris County 
Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said 
authorities have identified 
the second suspect, who 
is also black, but would not 
say whether the person 
was in custody. Gonzalez 
cautioned that authori-
ties were still investigating, 
but said: “At this point, it 
does not appear it was re-
lated to race.” Chris Sevilla, 
Jazmine’s father, said in a 
brief telephone interview 
that he was feeling “a bit 
of relief right now” after the 
arrest. The shooting took 
place at a stoplight while 
Jazmine, her mother and 

three sisters were on their 
way to the grocery store.
At a court hearing early 
Sunday, prosecutors said 
a confidential source had 
contacted the sheriff by 
email and told him the kill-
ers had “shot the car by 
mistake,” thinking the ve-
hicle was someone else’s 
that they had seen ear-
lier that night. Prosecutors 
did not say why the killers 
opened fire. The sheriff said 
there was, in fact, a red 
truck at a stoplight just be-
fore the shooting, but the 
driver did not appear to 
have been involved. Gon-
zalez said it was dark, the 
shooting happened quick-
ly, and truck was probably 
the last thing seen by the 
Jazmine family.
Authorities want to talk to 
the person in the red pick-
up to get his account of 
the crime, Gonzalez said.
Black, who was arrested 
Saturday night during a 
traffic stop, was charged 
with capital murder and 
jailed without bail. Court 
records did not list an at-
torney for him. Prosecutors 
said the 9 mm handgun 
believed used in the shoot-
ing had been recovered 
from Black’s home.
During Sunday’s hearing, 
prosecutors said Jazmine’s 
mother, LaPorsha Washing-
ton, had tried to drive to a 
hospital after the shooting, 
but one of her front tires 
had been shot out.

Man charged with murder in Houston girl’s death

This undated image provided the Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
shows Eric Black Jr. Prosecutors said Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019, that 
the shooting death of a 7-year-old black girl as she rode in her 
family’s vehicle stemmed from a case of mistaken identity.

Associated Press

After the shooting, a 
composite sketch of a 
white man in a dark hood 
was widely circulated. 
Jazmine’s family and activ-
ists had said the shooting 
was similar to an unsolved 
incident in the area in 2017 
in which a gunman de-
scribed as white shot into 
a vehicle carrying at least 
two black people.

The girl’s killing prompted 
an outpouring of support 
for her family from celebri-
ties and ordinary people 
across the country. On Sat-
urday, hundreds gathered 
at a rally near where the 
shooting happened, hold-
ing balloons, stuffed ani-
mals and signs that read, 
“Justice for Jazmine.” A 
$100,000 reward was of-

fered for information lead-
ing to an arrest. Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner said 
the support Jazmine’s fam-
ily received provided law 
enforcement “with a sense 
of urgency and made 
Jazmine’s loved ones know 
they weren’t alone in their 
time of grief.” “We share 
their deep sense of loss and 
anger,” Turner said.q
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Associated Press
CLEVELAND (AP) — Several 
drug manufacturers target-
ed in lawsuits over the opi-
oid epidemic have asked a 
federal judge in Cleveland 
to sanction the man who 
is Ohio’s attorney general 
and governor-elect, along 
with two other lawyers, for 
statements they made in 
recent television interviews.
Friday’s motion said state-
ments by Republican At-
torney General and Gov.-
elect Mike DeWine and 
the others on an episode 
of CBS’ “60 Minutes” were 
calculated to taint poten-
tial jury pools, Cleveland.
com reported .
DeWine and attorneys Mike 
Moore and Burton LeBlanc 
were part of a Dec. 16 seg-
ment on the news maga-
zine show about litigation 
over the role of big phar-
maceutical companies 
in the deadly opioid epi-
demic. Correspondent Bill 
Whitaker explored topics 
including the value of po-
tential damages and data 
on pill distribution in states 
and cities collected by the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration.

The motion was filed by 
attorneys for several drug 
manufacturers and dis-
tributors, including Cardi-
nal Health, Endo, Ameri-
sourceBergen and Purdue 
Pharma. It alleges DeW-
ine, Moore and LeBlanc 
were part of a “concerted 
campaign” by lawyers rep-
resenting state and local 

governments “to taint po-
tential jury pools . through 
misleading, inflammatory, 
and improper public state-
ments.” The motion asks 
the judge to impose a gag 
order and other sanctions. 
The defendants claim the 
men’s statements repre-
sented “a flagrant violation 
of their ethical obligations 

as attorneys practicing be-
fore this Court and threat-
ens defendants’ rights to 
a fair adjudication of the 
claims asserted against 
them.” Attorney General’s 
Office spokesman Dan Tier-
ney told The Associated 
Press in an email Saturday 
night that Dewine “respect-
fully declines comment.”

Cleveland.com reports 
that Moore declined to 
comment Friday because 
he hadn’t seen the motion 
and that LeBlanc didn’t 
immediately respond to 
a voicemail. Phone and 
email messages seeking 
comment were left for both 
attorneys Sunday by The 
Associated Press.
The motion comes amid 
preparations for a Septem-
ber trial over claims against 
drug companies by the cit-
ies of Cleveland and Akron 
and their respective coun-
ties, Cuyahoga and Sum-
mit. The cases are among 
scores from around the 
country being heard by U.S. 
District Judge Dan Polster.
A group represented by 
DeWine filed its own law-
suits over fallout from the 
opioid epidemic. A second, 
larger group has joined a 
multistate investigation of 
the industry.
The suits accuse pharma-
ceutical companies of 
downplaying the addictive 
nature of opioids and pre-
scription painkillers largely 
blamed for one of the 
deadliest drug crises in U.S. 
history.q

Drugmakers seek sanctions over ‘60 Minutes’ comments

In this Nov. 13, 2018, file photo Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine speaks during a news 
conference in Waverly, Ohio.

Associated Press
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By Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
powerful winter storm un-
leashed mudslides in South-
ern California wildfire burn 
areas and trapped motor-
ists on a major highway, 
and the northern part of 
the state braced for more 
wet weather Sunday.
Saturday’s deluge loos-
ened hillsides where a ma-
jor blaze burned last year 
in and around Malibu, 
clogging the Pacific Coast 
Highway with mud and de-
bris. A stretch of the sce-
nic route northwest of Los 
Angeles was expected to 
remain closed in both di-
rections until Monday while 
crews tow away stuck ve-
hicles and clear lanes. No 
injuries were reported.
The rapper Soulja Boy was 
among those whose cars 
were mired in the muck that 
was up to 4 feet (1.2 me-
ters) deep in some areas. 
The 28-year-old retweeted 
a photo of the mudslide 
and posted: “My car got 
stuck too almost went into 
the ocean,” along with a 
prayer emoji.
An automated rain gauge 
in the western Santa Mon-

ica Mountains showed 
nearly three-quarters of 
an inch (nearly 2 centime-
ters) of rainfall in one hour, 
said the National Weather 
Service. “These are heavy 
rates,” the weather service 
tweeted.
Up to 1 ½ inches (3.8 centi-
meters) of rain fell in coast-

al and valley areas, while 
mountain communities got 
heavy snow.
Flash-flood watches and 
warnings were eventu-
ally lifted for areas burned 
by the fires that scorched 
more than 155 square miles 
(404 square kilometers) of 
brush and timber acres 

in November, destroyed 
about 1,600 structures and 
claimed three lives.
The sun emerged in Los An-
geles on Sunday and the 
red carpet for the evenings 
Golden Globe awards 
were expected to remain 
dry. Scattered showers 
were possible later in the 

night.
To the north, wind and rain 
forced delays or cancel-
ations of flights out of San 
Francisco International Air-
port for a second day. A 
wind advisory was in place 
until 10 p.m. Sunday.
The San Francisco Bay Area 
could get up to 1 ½ inches 
(3.8 centimeters) of rain, 
with the heaviest down-
pours coming after sunset.
Saturday’s storm brought 
about a foot (30 centime-
ters) of snow to the Sierra 
Nevada and twice that 
amount was expected 
Sunday. A winter storm 
warning was in effect until 
4 a.m. Monday.
Avalanche warnings were 
posted in parts of Califor-
nia, Nevada and Utah. 
The Sierra Avalanche Cen-
ter issued a backcountry 
avalanche warning for the 
Lake Tahoe area stretching 
south into the Sierra along 
the California-Nevada line 
from noon Sunday until 7 
a.m. Monday.
The National Weather Ser-
vice says blizzard condi-
tions with gale-force winds 
could trigger widespread 
avalanche activity. q

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
trash collection device 
deployed to corral plastic 
litter floating in the Pacific 
Ocean between Califor-
nia and Hawaii has broken 
apart and will be hauled 
back to dry land for repairs.
Boyan Slat, who launched 
the Pacific Ocean cleanup 
project, told NBC News last 
week that the 2,000-foot 
(600-meter) long floating 
boom will be towed 800 
miles (1,300 kilometers) to 
Hawaii.
If it can’t be repaired there, 
it will be loaded on a barge 
and returned to its home 
port of Alameda, Califor-
nia.
The boom broke apart 
under constant wind and 
waves in the Pacific.
Slat said he’s disappointed, 
but not discouraged and 
pledged that operations 
would resume as soon as 

possible.
“This is an entirely new cat-
egory of machine that is 
out there in extremely chal-
lenging conditions,” the 
24-year-old Dutch inventor 
said. 
“We always took into ac-
count that we might have 

to take it back and forth 
a few times. So it’s really 
not a significant departure 
from the original plan.”
Previously Slat said the 
boom was moving slower 
than the plastic, allowing 
the trash to float away.
A ship towed the U-shaped 

Huge trash-collecting boom in Pacific 
Ocean breaks apart

In this May 11, 2017, file photo, Dutch innovator Boyan Slat poses 
for a portrait next to a pile of plastic garbage prior to a press 
conference in Utrecht, Netherlands. 

Associated Press.
barrier in September from 
San Francisco to the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch — 
an island of trash twice the 
size of Texas. It had been in 
place since the end of Oc-
tober.
The plastic barrier with a ta-
pered 10-foot-deep (3-me-
ter-deep) screen is intend-
ed to act like a coastline, 

trapping some of the 1.8 
trillion pieces of plastic that 
scientists estimate are swirl-
ing in the patch while al-
lowing marine life to safely 
swim beneath it.
Slat has said he hopes one 
day to deploy 60 of the 
devices to skim plastic de-
bris off the surface of the 
ocean.q

California highway closed by mudslides, more rain coming

In this Nov. 29, 2018, file photo, workers shovel snow off a staircase at Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe near 
Reno, Nev. Avalanche warnings have been posted in parts of California, Nevada and Utah after a 
winter storm dumped heavy snow on the region. 

Associated Press.
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By SARAH EL DEEB
Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — The planned 
U.S. troop withdrawal opens 
up a void in the north and 
east of Syria, and the con-
flicts and rivalries among all 
the powers in the Middle 
East are converging to fill it.
The American decision to 
pull out its 2,000 troops has 
forced a reassessment of 
old alliances and partner-
ships. The Syrian govern-
ment, the Kurds, Russia, 
Iran, Israel and Turkey have 
all had a hand in the coun-
try’s nearly eight-year war 
— each in a way, fighting 
its own war for its own rea-
sons within Syria. Now all of 
those conflicts play out in 
the territory being aban-
doned by the Americans, 
creating new tensions, po-
tential chaos and blood-
shed.
To reassure jittery allies, 
Washington sent national 
security adviser John Bolton 
to Israel on Sunday, where 
he said U.S. troops will not 
leave northeastern Syria 
until IS militants are defeat-
ed and American-allied 
Kurdish fighters are pro-
tected. The comments put 
the brakes on a withdrawal 
abruptly announced last 
month and initially expect-
ed to be completed within 
weeks. The announcement 
upset regional allies and 
Pentagon officials who 
disagreed with the assess-
ment that IS was defeated.
“We’re going to be remov-
ing our troops. I never said 
we’re doing it that quick-
ly,” Trump told reporters in 
Washington Sunday.
Here is a look at what’s at 
stake.
___
THE TERRITORY
The area up for grabs is 

around a third of Syria, 
forming a rough triangle. To 
the north is the border with 
Turkey, to the east the bor-
der with Iraq, and the third 
side is the Euphrates River. 
This was the heart of the 
Islamic State group’s foot-
hold in Syria until the United 
States partnered with a 
Kurdish militia, creating a 
force of some 60,000 fight-
ers —including some Syrian 
Arabs and Christian Assyr-
ians — that wrested it away 
from the militants.
The territory is strategically 
important. For the Syrian 
government of President 
Bashar Assad and its allies 
Russia and Iran, regaining it 
means re-establishing sov-
ereignty. The territory was 
once the source of Syria’s 
wheat and barley, its dams 
generated electricity and 
it holds some of Syria’s rich-
est oil resources. Without it, 
Assad will have a harder 
time with reconstruction 
and operating long term. 
For the same reasons, it’s 
been a source of income 
for the Kurdish militia.
For the Kurds, their hold 
gave weight to their long-

sought goal of autonomy. 
For the U.S., the troop pres-
ence ensured American 
influence. Turkey sees Kurd-
ish autonomy on its border 
as an existential threat and 
has vowed to prevent this, 
accusing the U.S. of em-
powering the militia Ankara 
says is linked to Kurdish in-
surgents in Turkey.
___
ASSAD and RUSSIA
Without the Americans, the 
door opens for Assad and 
his Russian backers to move 
in.
“The only obstacle pre-
venting Assad from gain-
ing control of the east was 
the U.S. presence and the 
cover that it provided to 
the (Kurdish militia). With 
that gone ... there is sim-
ply no real challenge that 
would prevent the regime 
from re-establishing control 
over those areas,” said Ay-
ham Kamel, of the Eurasia 
group.
Abandoned by the U.S., the 
Kurdish fighters are forced 
to move toward Russia 
and Assad for protection 
against their more feared 
enemy, Turkey. Their force, 

armed and equipped by 
the U.S.-led coalition, is 
unlikely to disappear. In-
stead, it is seeking an ar-
rangement with Assad to 
continue operating as the 
government extends con-
trol over the territory.
Syrian officials boast that 
the withdrawal is a defeat 
to America. Controlling 
the east would help seal 
Assad’s victory in the civil 
war. The American move 
also accelerates a trend 
by Arab states to normalize 
relations with Assad, whom 
they shunned for years. 
The United Arab Emirates, 
a close U.S. and Saudi ally, 
recently reopened its em-
bassy in Damascus.
___
TURKEY vs. KURDS, RUSSIA 
and ASSAD
Turkey’s military, along with 
some 15,000 allied Syrian 
rebel fighters, is poised to 
launch an offensive in the 
east to break Kurdish con-
trol over the border.
But an offensive risks creat-
ing friction with Russia. In 
particular, it could wreck 
a cease-fire agreement 
the two reached over Idlib, 
the northwestern province 
held by rebels and Islamic 
militants where Turkey has 
influence — enabling a Syr-
ian government assault on 
the province. Russian and 
Turkish officials have been 
holding talks, trying to avert 
tensions.
“A massive Turkish opera-
tion is not in Russia’s inter-
est. It destabilizes the situa-
tion, risks undermining Idlib 
agreements and talks on 
reconstruction. Plus, if Tur-
key decides to capture all 
of the Kurdish areas it will 
inevitably clash with Russia 
and Iran,” said Yury Barmin, 
a Russia analyst.

Turkey is equally concerned 
over the prospect of Syr-
ian government control 
over the east. In the past, 
Damascus has used the 
Kurdish militia as leverage 
against Ankara and could 
do so again. For nearly 
20 years, Syria hosted the 
main Kurdish leader until he 
was captured in 1998, now 
imprisoned in Turkey.
___
IRAN and ISRAEL
A Syrian government move 
east means the spread of 
Iran as well. It will dramati-
cally widen the land cor-
ridor where Iran enjoys 
free rein for its allied fight-
ers, weapons and supplies 
across Iraq and Syria to 
Lebanon. Already, Iranian-
backed militias have ex-
panded control over areas 
near Syria’s border with 
Iraq and freely cross back 
and forth.
That has alarmed Israel. The 
likely result will be increased 
Israeli airstrikes against sus-
pected Iranian-linked tar-
gets in Syria.
___
THE U.S., TURKEY and the IS-
LAMIC STATE GROUP
President Donald Trump dis-
missed the idea that the U.S. 
needs influence in the con-
flict, saying Syria was noth-
ing but “sand and death.” 
He claims the U.S. mission 
there — to fight IS — has 
largely been completed. 
But IS still holds pockets and 
U.S.-led coalition officials 
warn it could surge again. 
Bolton told reporters in Je-
rusalem that the conditions 
for a U.S. troop withdrawal 
include the defeat of rem-
nants of IS in Syria, and pro-
tections for Kurdish militias 
who have fought along-
side U.S. troops against the 
extremist group.q

With US leaving, rival powers seek to move into Syria’s east

In this file photo taken on Wednesday, March 28, 2018, a 
member of the Kurdish internal security forces holds his weapon 
during a patrol in Manbij, north Syria.
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By HAMZA HENDAWI
Associated Press
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s pres-
ident on Sunday inaugurat-
ed a new cathedral for the 
Coptic Orthodox Church 
and one of the region’s 
largest mosques in a highly 
symbolic gesture at a time 
when Islamic militants are 
increasingly targeting the 
country’s minority Chris-
tians.
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, a gen-
eral-turned-president, has 
made sectarian harmony 
a cornerstone of his rule, 
fighting Islamic militancy 
while advocating equality 
between the overwhelm-
ing Muslim majority and 
Christians, who account for 
10 percent of Egypt’s 100 
million people.
“This is a historic and impor-
tant moment,” said el-Sissi 
inside the cathedral. “But 
we still have to protect the 
tree of love we planted 
here together today be-
cause seditions never end.”
The Grand Sheikh of Al-
Azhar, the world’s primary 
seat of learning for Sunni 
Muslims, echoed el-Sissi’s 
sentiments in comments 
also made at the cathe-
dral. 
The two places of worship, 
he said, stand as a symbol 
in the face of “attempts to 
undermine the country’s 
stability and sectarian sedi-
tions.”
El-Sissi’s widely publicized 
policy to staunch sectari-

anism, however, has done 
little to protect Christians 
in rural Egypt, where Mus-
lim extremists frequently 
attack their homes and 
businesses or force them to 
leave their homes after vio-
lent disputes. 
Critics and activists say dis-
crimination against Chris-
tians there is often toler-
ated by local authorities 
and branches of the se-
curity agencies. Christians 
also complain of stringent 
restrictions on the construc-
tion of churches.
But Sunday’s opening cer-
emony in Egypt’s New Ad-
ministrative Capital, el-Sis-
si’s brainchild that is locat-
ed in the desert east of Cai-
ro, stressed what the pro-
government media like to 
call the “unbreakable na-
tional fabric” of Christians 
and Muslims. Entertainers 
and chorus lines took to 
the stage to sing about the 
two faiths living peacefully 
side by side. Short films on 
the same topic were also 
screened.
The ceremony’s presenters 
portrayed the construc-
tion of the cathedral and 
the mosque, which took 18 
months to complete, as a 
message to humanity. “It 
is a message to the whole 
world that Egypt is a nation 
for all,” said one presenter.
The ceremony, attended 
by Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas and a host of 
Arab dignitaries, included 

Egypt el-Sissi inaugurates cathedral, mosque in new capital
recorded video messages 
of support from the region’s 
top Christian clerics as well 
as Pope Francis.
Speaking in Italian, Pope 
Francis said: “With joy I 
greet all of you on the joy-
ful occasion of the dedica-
tion of the new Cathedral 
of the Nativity, built in the 
new administrative capital. 
May the prince of peace 
give to Egypt, the Middle 
East and the whole world 
the gift of peace and pros-
perity.”
The heightened security 
followed a spate of attacks 
claimed by the Islamic 
State group which has tar-
geted churches and buses 
carrying pilgrims to remote 
desert monasteries, killing 
more than 100 Christians 
over the past two years.q

The Cross of the “Great St. Antony Church”, right, and the dome of the Great mosque, left, are il-
luminated in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019.

Associated Press



changes of one sort of an-
other, it’s impossible and 
incorrect to consider the 
question now when an of-
ficial charge hasn’t even 
been presented,” Ryabkov 
was quoted as saying by 
state news agency RIA-
Novosti.
“Charges will be presented 
in the near future,” he said, 
according to the Interfax 
agency.
Some Russian news reports 
earlier cited unnamed 
sources as saying Whelan 
had been indicted on espi-
onage charges that carry 
a possible prison sentence 
of 20 years.
Russian officials haven’t 
given details of Whelan’s 
suspected activities and 
he was initially identified 

only as an American. His 
concurrent Canadian, Brit-
ish and Irish citizenships be-
came known on Friday.
U.S. Ambassador Jon 
Huntsman Jr. visited Whel-
an on Wednesday in Mos-
cow’s Lefortovo Prison, a 
130-year-old facility noted 
for strict conditions. Britain, 
Canada and Ireland have 
applied for consular ac-
cess to him.
Whelan, 48, was dis-
charged from the Marines 
for bad conduct. He works 
as the global security direc-
tor for a U.S. automobile 
parts manufacturer and 
lives in Michigan. His family 
has said he was in Moscow 
to attend a wedding.
His brother, David, told the 
AP that Whelan loves to 
travel and likes to “inter-
act with the people in the 
places that he goes,” but 
that Whelan would be too 
“conspicuous” to be se-
lected as a spy.
David Whelan said his fam-
ily had had no direct con-
tact with Paul and had re-
ceived no details about the 
alleged espionage charg-
es from either the Russian 
or U.S. governments.
“He likes to go places and 
Russia happens to be a 
place where he knows 
people and when he’s 

there, he does go and vis-
it,” David Whelan said.
Paul Whelan established 
an account on VKontakte, 
a social media service simi-
lar to Facebook that is pop-
ular among Russians, which 
showed he had scores of 
contacts in Russia. Many 
attended universities affili-
ated with the military, civil 
aviation or technical stud-
ies. Many share his interest 
in sports and firearms.
Also Saturday, the Foreign 
Ministry said it was seeking 
information about a Rus-
sian who was arrested Dec. 
29 in Saipan in the North-
ern Mariana Islands, a U.S. 
commonwealth in the Pa-
cific. The ministry said Ser-
gei Makarenko was sent to 
Florida after his arrest and 
it wants consular access to 
him.
The Saipan Tribune report-
ed that Makarenko was in-
dicted in 2017 in Florida for 
the alleged illegal shipment 
of military goods to Russia.
Konstantin Kosachev, head 
of the international affairs 
committee of the upper 
house of the Russian par-
liament, said Makarenko’s 
arrest was “the latest at-
tack on a citizen of Russia 
outside the framework of 
international law,” Interfax 
reported.q
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By JIM HEINTZ
BRIDGET VIRGO
Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — The broth-
er of an American man 
being held in Moscow on 
suspicion of spying is raising 
the possibility that his sibling 
is being used as a pawn in 
a potential exchange for 
a Russian woman behind 
bars in the U.S.
Paul Whelan’s brother told 
The Associated Press that 
he can’t help but question 
if the events are connect-
ed.
“You look at what’s going 
on and you wonder if this is 
just a large game of piec-
es being moved around,” 
David Whelan told the AP 
via Skype from Newmar-
ket, Ontario. “You start to 
wonder if all of these things 
are connected. But at the 
same time, they could just 
be arbitrary events.”
Asked about the matter 
by reporters at the White 
House on Sunday, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said: 
“We’re looking into that.”
Paul Whelan, a former U.S. 
Marine who also holds Ca-
nadian, British and Irish citi-

zenship, was detained in 
Moscow in late December. 
His arrest has led to specu-
lation that Russia could be 
using him to bargain for a 
Russian woman who has 
pleaded guilty to acting as 
a foreign agent in the U.S.
But Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
said Saturday that discuss-
ing a possible swap involv-
ing Whelan and Maria Bu-
tina would be premature 
because Whelan hasn’t 
been formally charged, 
according to Russian news 
agencies.
“As to the possibility of ex-

By MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
Associated Press
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
Polish officials have shut 
down 13 escape room en-
tertainment sites for safety 

flaws and the prime minis-
ter asked people Sunday 
to report such lapses to 
firefighters and police af-
ter five teenage girls were 
killed in a fire.

Players in escape room 
games are locked inside a 
room or building and must 
solve puzzles and find clues 
that lead them to the key 
that will unlock the door. 
Regarded as an intellec-
tual challenge, the games 
are highly popular among 
teenagers in Poland.
Fire chief Leszek Suski said 
the escape room at a pri-
vate house in the city of Ko-
szalin, where the 15-year-
old girls died Friday locked 
inside a room celebrating a 
birthday, had no emergen-
cy evacuation route. They 
were the first known deaths 
in an escape room, a form 
of entertainment that has 
been growing in Poland 
over the past five years. q

Brother questions why American man being held by Russia

This undated file photo provided by the Whelan family shows 
Paul Whelan in Iceland.

Associated Press

Poland shuts down 13 escape game 
sites due to safety flaws

Forensic and other police experts examine the site of a fire in an 
Escape Room, in Koszalin, northern Poland, on Saturday, Jan. 5, 
2019.

Associated Press



WORLD NEWS A11
Monday 7 January 2019

By MATHILDE BOUSSION
SALEH MWANAMILONGO
Associated Press
KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 
Congo’s government Sun-
day postponed the release 
of the results of last week-
end’s presidential election, 
fueling suspicions President 
Joseph Kabila’s ruling party 
is maneuvering to cling to 
power.
No new date for announc-
ing the winner of the Dec. 
30 election was given. 
Electoral officials have 
compiled 53 percent of the 
votes and will not release 
any information until all the 
ballots have been tallied, 
said Corneille Nangaa, 
head of the electoral com-
mission.
“We handle sensitive data 
and have to handle it re-
sponsibly,” he said. He 
asked Congo’s people to 
“remain patient.”
“We are aware this pro-
cess has always been sur-
rounded by distrust,” he 
said, referring to calls from 
the Catholic Church, the 
African Union, the U.S. and 
other diplomats for the 
government to announce 
accurate results.
Kabila, who is stepping 
down after 18 years in pow-
er, had delayed the elec-

tion for two years. The post-
ponement in announcing 
the winner was seen by 
some Congolese as part of 
an effort by Kabila’s party 
to manipulate the results in 
order to claim victory.
The Catholic Church, an in-
fluential voice in this heav-
ily Catholic nation, turned 
up the pressure by saying 
it already knows there is a 
clear victor, based on data 
compiled by the church’s 
40,000 election observers. 
Because Congo’s regula-
tions say only the electoral 
commission can announce 
election results, the church 
did not name the winner.
Congo’s ruling party, which 
backs Kabila’s preferred 
candidate, Emmanuel 
Ramazani Shadary, called 
the church’s statement “ir-
responsible and anarchist.”
The leading opposition 
candidate is Martin Fayulu, 
a businessman and law-
maker.
This could be Congo’s first 
democratic, peaceful 
transfer of power since in-
dependence from Belgium 
in 1960.
For the past week, the 
government cut off inter-
net access across the vast 
Central African country to 
prevent any speculation 

Congo delays announcing results of presidential election
on social media about who 
won. The government has 
also blocked transmissions 
from Radio France Interna-
tional, which was alleged 
to have speculated on the 
winner, and revoked the 
press credentials of RFI’s 
correspondent.
Election observers and the 
opposition have raised 
concerns about voting ir-
regularities, including the 
government’s decision to 

bar 1 million voters in east-
ern Congo from casting 
ballots because of what 
it said was the Ebola out-
break in the region. Eastern 
Congo is known as a cen-
ter of the opposition.
Western observers were not 
invited to watch the ballot-
ing, and the U.S. has threat-
ened sanctions against 
those who undermine the 
democratic process.
While Congo was largely 

calm during and after the 
voting, President Donald 
Trump said about 80 mili-
tary personnel and combat 
equipment had been de-
ployed to neighboring Ga-
bon to protect American 
citizens and diplomatic fa-
cilities in Congo. Ahead of 
the vote, the U.S. ordered 
non-emergency govern-
ment employees and fam-
ily members to leave the 
country.q

An exhausted Congolese independent electoral commission 
(CENI) official rests as results are tallied for the presidential 
election, at a local results compilation center in Kinshasa, 
Congo, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019.
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By VICTOR CAIVANO
Associated Press
SAO PAULO (AP) — The Sao 
Paulo Shimbun newspaper 
has printed its final edition, 
ending a 72-year run as a 
vital reference point and 
voice for Brazil’s Japanese 
community - the largest in 
the world outside of Japan.
The Japanese-language 
newspaper, whose final 
edition rolled off the press-
es Jan. 1, was a victim of 
declining sales, an aging 
readership and the inter-
net. Its owner, Helena Mizu-
moto, said an online ver-
sion may be launched in 
the future.
Sao Paulo Shimbun was 
founded in 1946, shortly af-
ter the end of World War II. 
Mizumoto said that before 
the internet and cable tele-
vision, immigrants would 
call the newspaper to find 
out where they could find 
Japanese-owned business.
“The Google of the com-
munity was here,” Mizu-
moto said, adding that the 
newspaper was instrumen-
tal in letting expats know 
that Japan had lost the 
war.
For decades Sao Paulo 
Shimbun, from its offices in 
Sao Paulo’s Asian neigh-
borhood of Liberdade, 

served as the main refer-
ence point for Japanese 
living in the South Ameri-
can country. While mainly 
in Japanese, it printed a 
few pages in Portuguese as 
well.
Japanese expats got most 
of their national and inter-
national information from 
the Sao Paulo Shimbun 
up until the 1990s, but that 
“ended with internet and 
the NHK Japanese news 

channel,” said Eduardo 
Nakashima, secretary gen-
eral of the Brazil-Japan Cul-
tural Alliance.
In Liberdade, Nobukazu 
Kanomata, an 83-year-old 
massage therapist who 
was born in Japan and 
came to Brazil after the 
war, said the newspaper 
closed “because there are 
fewer people in the com-
munity able to read Japa-
nese and the quality of its 

articles got worse.”
Kanomata spoke in the 
main square of Liberdade 
where he goes every morn-
ing at 6 a.m. to practice 
radio taiso exercises with 
other elderly Japanese im-
migrants.
Businessman Yoshikatsu 
Yamashita said he only 
read the part of the news-
paper printed in Portu-
guese “because the part 
in Japanese was a bit dif-

ficult.” Brazil’s first Japa-
nese migrants arrived in the 
port of Santos aboard the 
steamship Kasato Maru on 
June 18, 1908, spurring a 
wave of immigration that 
grew to about 2 million 
people. They introduced 
foods that changed Bra-
zilian cuisine and farming 
techniques that helped 
turn Latin America’s big-
gest country into an agri-
cultural superpower.
The arrival of the first immi-
grants was the result of ne-
gotiations between Japan 
and Sao Paulo state, where 
most Japanese-Brazilians 
still live. Japan needed 
an escape valve for poor 
farmers, who were left out 
of the country’s rapid mod-
ernization beginning in the 
late 1800s. Meanwhile, 
Sao Paulo coffee growers 
needed more workers to 
tend to their coffee planta-
tions. 
Like many immigrant 
groups, the early settlers 
planned to return home in 
two to five years and start 
new lives with their earn-
ings. But they quickly real-
ized they would never save 
enough for a return ticket. 
Many eventually migrated 
to urban centers or to other 
rural areas.q

By SCOTT SMITH
Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuela’s opposi-
tion-controlled congress 
opened its first session of 
the year Saturday, install-
ing a fresh-faced leader 
who struck a defiant tone 
and vowed to take up the 
battle against socialist Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro.
Juan Guaido, 35, assumes 
the presidency of a Na-
tional Assembly stripped of 
power by Maduro, whose 
government is blamed for 
leading the once-wealthy 
oil nation into a historic po-
litical and humanitarian cri-
sis. Speaking to legislators, 
Guaido named off several 
opposition politicians and 
opponents of Maduro’s 
government who have 
been jailed, driven into ex-
ile or killed. He said desper-
ation has forced masses of 

citizens to flee abroad look-
ing for work.
“We are under an oppres-
sive system,” he said. “It’s 
not just that — it is miser-
able.”
Tall and youthful, Guaido 

represents the next genera-
tion of Venezuelan political 
opposition, taking up the 
assembly’s leadership fol-
lowing 74-year-old Omar 
Barboza.
Guaido is an industrial en-

gineer and former student 
leader from the same po-
litical party as Leopoldo 
Lopez, Venezuela’s most 
popular opposition leader 
under house arrest. Gov-
ernment opponents con-
sider him a political prison-
er. Guaido called Maduro 
a dictator whose legitima-
cy has run out. Venezuela is 
living a “dark but transition-
al” moment of its history, he 
said, adding that among its 
first acts congress will cre-
ate a transitional body to 
restore constitutional order, 
but he offered no details.
He addressed a hall filled 
only with opposition law-
makers as the government 
loyalists have long boycot-
ted any sessions, saying the 
National Assembly has itself 
overstepped its authority.
However, roughly 20 for-
eign diplomats from the 
United States, Canada, 

Japan, Italy and Germany 
attended the assembly’s 
inaugural session in a show 
of solidarity.
“The National Assembly 
should inspire hope in the 
Venezuelan people for a 
peaceful, prosperous, and 
democratic future, even 
as the corrupt and authori-
tarian Maduro regime and 
its allies seek to deny Ven-
ezuelans that right,” the 
State Department said in a 
statement. It added: “Ev-
ery nation must take strong 
action to help the Venezu-
elan people reclaim their 
democracy.”
The assembly opened days 
before Maduro’s inaugura-
tion to a second, six-year 
term widely condemned 
as illegitimate after he de-
clared victory in the May 
20 election that many for-
eign powers considered a 
sham.q

Iconic Japanese newspaper in Brazil closes after 72 years

In this Dec. 21, 2018 photo, the Sao Paulo Shimbun Japanese newspaper is printed in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil.
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Venezuela’s congress names new leader, vows to battle Maduro

Venezuelan lawmaker Juan Guaido swears in as President of 
the National Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Jan. 
5, 2019. 
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Also Take-Out
“Our chicken is marinated 24 hours in a special mix of Pe-
ruvian herbs and spices including garlic, cumin and Pe-
ruvian pepper and roasted for one hour and 10 minutes 
while preserving its full flavor.  Another important element 
of our newest product is that the price is more than rea-
sonable, thus giving our clientele an alternative to our es-
tablishment Asi es mi Peru. And not to forget: the Pollo a 
la Brasa has a take-out option too.” Jan continues giving 
an example of a table of eight persons that came to eat-
in and left happy because of the quality of the chicken 
and side dishes as well as with the bill. “It is ideal for fami-
lies with children, kids love roasted chicken. Normally it 
comes with a fresh garden salad and fries, but we offer 
as well ‘chaufa’ (Peru’s version of Chinese Fried Rice) and 
other side dishes. There will be more surprises in the future. 
Original combos with Inca cola, very well-known in Peru, 
are on the menu. We just opened and we already sense 
that it is a niche we found.” To make the happy meal 
complete there is home-made ice-cream, for sure a hit 
with the little ones.
A family-oriented restaurant is what Asi es mi Peru strives 
for, and with this extra value of delicious roasted chicken 
they make this a fact. 
Asi es mi Peru and Las Brasas Peruanas are open for lunch 
and dinner, check out their Facebook page: AsíEsMiPerú 
or website www.asiesmiperuenaruba.com.q
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Peru’s Rotisserie Chicken is Here

EAGLE BEACH — Las Brasas Peruanas is the new kid on the block, part of the restaurant, 
Asi es mi Peru, at Paradise Beach Villas. Offering authentic Peruvian roasted chicken 
that gives you a mouthwatering experience, moreover because this is a dish prepared 
with love by the Peruvian chef, presented with pride by the Peruvian owner Roxana van 
Nes and her Dutch-Surinam husband Jan van Nes. You will encounter soft and juicy 
meat, a crispy skin and that special taste because of a 24-hour marinade_ a must-try.

“Pollo a la Brasa, roasted chicken, is a very popular dish in Peru and the first thing my 
wife does when she visits her home country is paying a visit to Pardos, a well-known 
chicken rotisserie in Lima. She realized she never found a place like this on the island of 
Aruba”, says Jan. “The seasoning makes the difference and when it lacks the chicken 
will be dry and without taste. That was our motivation to bring our own charcoal burning 
rotisserie from Peru, eco-friendly as it traps heat and steam internally meaning there is 
no smoke.” In the United States roasted chicken is a popular dish, now visitors can have 
a taste of their favorite home-dish, but with the Peruvian twist.
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Happy Island Miracles in Pictures & Words

ORANJESTAD — Books, 
they can shake your world 
upside down. A good book 
is changing your mood like 
that perfect vacation spot 
that energizes your spirit. 
Put these two together and 
what you get is a vacation 
book plus a memory of that 
wonderful, heavenly place 
where you spent your valu-
able leisure time. Aruba 
Today dived into a local 
book store and wondered 
which Aruba books thrill 
the visitor’s mind. Sylvia 
Wouters, store manager at 
Bruna Book Store, gladly 
helped us out and informed 
us about a small selection 
of Happy Island Miracles in 
pictures and words.

Aruba Point to Point by Fed-
erico Cabello
“Beautiful pictures of Aru-
ba, this is a perfect cof-
fee table book to dream 
away with”, explains Sylvia. 
The book has 192 full color 
pages and more than 400 
photos in a landscape for-
mat of 9.1 x 6.6 x 1.1 inch-
es. In the words of the au-
thor: “Slipping beyond a 
dynamic tourist industry to 
discover its wild and unde-
veloped beauty. Starting 
at the extreme north of the 
island, at California Light-
house, I travel south along 
pristine beaches of white 
sand and calm, translucent 
seas, passing hotels, sail-
boats and shipwrecks as 

I go. At the southern tip, it 
is hard not to wish that the 
island would never end. 
Then back up the rocky 
East coast, where time and 
the eternal embrace of the 
waves have opened secret 
bays and stunning beaches 
in the shelter of rock walls. 
From beach to beach, 
point to point, cave to cliff 
to boat to bird, Aruba truly 
is... One Happy Island.”

We Are Aruba by Linda 
Reijnders
Worldly life tales of islanders 
that come from 76 differ-
ent countries. This is a book 
that tells the stories of immi-
grants who make up for the 
multicultural society that 
Aruba is. A world within an 
island, a cocktail of people. 
The book is visibly enriched 
with a picture of each in-
terviewed immigrant and 
an image of her/his country 
as well as a map with the 
country’s location. In the 
back you will find a list with 
all nationalities living in the 
island and their numbers.

Aruba Monuments Guide 
by Michel Bakker and Olga 
van der Klooster
Aruba! Everyone knows this 
tropical island in the sun 
with pearly white beaches 
and palm trees swaying in 
the trade winds. But theres 
more to Aruba than this. It 
has a fascinating history, a 
diverse culture and a rich 
architecture. Traces can still 
be found of the original in-

digenous inhabitants, and 
of the gold industry and 
aloe plantations. The islands 
architectural heritage in-
cludes historic churches, a 
fort and a lighthouse. And 
you will come across the 
islands characteristic cu-
nucu houses wherever you 
go. This guide will lead you 
through this wonderful cul-
tural heritage along three 
routes: one driving route 
around the entire island, 
and two walking routes 
in the cities of Oranjestad 
and San Nicolas. You will 
discover places known only 
to insiders. And of course 
this guide also provides his-

torical backgrounds and 
practical information.

Modern Caribbean Flavors 
by Helmi Smeulders
This is thé book about the 
contemporary Caribbean 
kitchen with healthy reci-
pes made with fresh and 
local ingredients. With 
recipes for Tropical Qui-
noa Salad with Mango 
& Pomegranate Seeds, 
Sweet Potato Salad, Goat 
Merguez, Watermelon San-
gria or Plantain Soup, the 
Caribbean vibe enters your 
kitchen, and you feel for 
a bit you are back in the 
tropics again...q
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From 49,000 coupons 15 winners were drawn:
Mrs. Angela Maria Perozo won the Lincoln MKC at Renaissance Mall! 
ORANJESTAD — Friday afternoon all fifteen 
winners of the end year’s campaign at 
Renaissance Mall and Wind Creek Crystal & 
Seaport Casino were presented at Renaissance 
Mall.  Only one of them would have the honor to 
unwrap the gift that revealed the key to start a 
Lincoln MKC 2018. Everybody who did shopping 
for $ 50 or more at the Renaissance Mall had 
this unique opportunity to win the fantastic car. 
Those who tried their luck at the Wind Creek 
Crystal & Seaport Casino also participated 
whenever 50 points or more where achieved. 
Out of a huge tombolo the fifteen names were 
drawn that had the chance to win the car.

During the event for the fifteen winners the main 
price was the car, but there were fourteen other 
prices to win like for example a Travel Voucher 
of $ 3.000. It was an exciting moment when all 
fifteen possible winners got to open their present 
and see if there was a car key inside. Mrs. 
Angela Maria Perozo was clearly happy when 
she found out she was the one with the key to 
the beautiful Lincoln MKC 2018. She played 
at the Wind Creek Crystal & Seaport Casino, 
accumulated her coupons and deposited her 
coupon. She entered the New Year driving her 
own new car. Leomar Hazel bought a polo-
shirt at Nautica at Renaissance Mall- and won 
a Travel Voucher with the value of $3,000! 

Renaissance Mall and Wind Creek Crystal & 
Seaport Casino congratulates all fifteen winners 
of the end of the year campaign!q

Winner of the  Lincoln MKC 2018, Mrs. Angela Maria Perozo and family

Mrs. Jody-Lynn Desbarida, marketing executive of 
Renaissance Mall & Marketplace, Mrs. Shadira Fingal 
marketing executive of Wind Creek Crystal & Seaport 

Casino together with the winner of the  Travel Voucher, 
Leomar Hazel.

Mrs. Jody-Lynn Desbarida, marketing executive of 
Renaissance Mall & Marketplace, Mrs. Shadira Fingal 
marketing executive of Wind Creek Crystal & Seaport 

Casino together with Mrs. Angela Maria Perozo.
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Meet Urgent Care Aruba (UCA)

For more than 28 years Dr. 
Carlos Yagua Sr. and his wife 
Dr. Noris Velasquez, have a 
practice on the island that 
runs with success and out of 
that seed grew the first and 
only private Urgent Care 
Center. This on initiative of 
their four children, all physi-
cians, who wanted to create 
an alternative to the crowd-
ed ER. Big and small health 
issues are being offered a 
quick, reliable and efficient 
solution here under the di-
rection of Dr. Carlos Yagua 
Jr. who is general physician 
with a dual-master’s degree 
in healthcare and business 
administration.

Taking Care
The people taking care of 
you in Urgent Care Aruba 
(UCA) are medical assistants 
and nurses who work in coor-
dination with registered phy-
sicians, all here to attend to 
your needs. 

There are ten consultation rooms for patients, all furnished 
with the latest equipment like for example a nursing sta-
tion supplied for specific procedures, digital vitals’ moni-
tors, and green energy efficient white bright LED surgical 
lights, crash carts, on-screen diagnostic systems, electro-
cardiograph (heart screening) and ultrasound. The clini-
cal laboratory is ISO 9001 Certified and ISO 15189 Accred-
ited, and UCA also offers point-of-care testing. Results are 
received within minutes, allowing UCA to provide you 
with a reliable diagnosis. 

Where, When and How
Open from Monday thru Friday 8am to 11pm, Saturday 
from 8am to 5pm, and is on call 24/7, English, Spanish, 
Dutch or Papiamento are spoken by a medical profes-
sional and rates are low for self-pay patients. The center 
accepts most major travel insurance plans. You can see 
actual waiting times through a web-check in portal and 
you can book your appointment.  
Location is at Noord Medical Center (Grey Building) at 
Noord 63.  Phone: +297-586-0448 or on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/urgentcarearuba/ q

NOORD — It is your worst nightmare during a vacation, but if it happens you’d bet-
ter cure it as quickly and professional as possible. I am talking about health issues 
that occur during your relaxing holidays and that need immediate urgent attention. 
Where do you go on Aruba? Easy: grab a cab for the short ride to Urgent Care Aruba 
(UCA) at the Noord Medical Center and be attended prompt without schedule by 
highly trained and experienced physicians. 
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to 
create your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com,
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com

Happy New Year from the Francees 
Family

When we started our family many years ago I couldn’t imagine that 
someday we will use drones for our family photo shoot. Back than 
in the 90’s my friend Danny was and still is a pilot and had a sport 
plane and I used to hire him to shoot aerial photo shoots but not to 
take family photos. On behalf of my family, wife Ruth, my two sons 
Siegal and Stepherd and Siegal’s girlfriend Iris, we are glad you 
choose Aruba for your vacation and wishing you all a happy and 
blessed 2019.

Black Stone Beach

There is something very unique about this beach. All the stones are rounded black lava stones 
and it is located under one of the island’s natural bridges in the Arikok National Park. For this 
photo shoot we started 4am walking all over the north coastline from the area of the famous 
natural bridge, thru Andicuri coastline and beach till we reached Black Stone beach. The idea 
was to photograph the sunrise at Black Stone Beach and it was spectacular that day. The model 
is my niece Daniela also a professional photographer and since a year ago is a photo model 
in Chile.

If you like sailing and taking good shots of ships just like me, 
than you must go to Boca Catalina located in the area of Mal-
mok. It’s the best angle to get the best images of boats and 
ships like the amazing Jolley Pirates. You can jump over the cliff 
into the clear water and also get a fully tan of a brown/honey 
color on its little sandy beach. Boca Catalina is also a good 
option for snorkeling and see the beautiful underwater world 
just a few feet from the shore. Take some photos and tag me on 
instagram @stevefrancees so I can see them.

Honeymoon in Aruba 30 years ago

Jim & Cathy are celebrating their 30th wedding anniversary. Aruba was not like it is now 
today but the people and beaches are still the same they say. A very lovely couple and this 
can be seen in this picture that I took last week. Wishing Jim & Cathy more years of happi-
ness and thanks to come back to our island.

Boca Catalina, the best for photo 
shoots
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By GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jona-
than Quick and Anze Kopi-
tar have been teammates 
since they were drafted 
together 13½ years ago 
by the Los Angeles Kings, 
so the synchronicity of their 
milestone achievements 
Saturday night just felt right.
And though 300 is a nice, 
round number, they were 
even more excited about 
a sharp win that propelled 
the Kings out of the NHL 
cellar. Quick earned his 
300th victory and Kopitar 
scored his 300th goal while 
Los Angeles escaped last 
place in the overall league 
standings with a 4-0 win 
over the Edmonton Oilers.
The Kings’ captain and 
their longtime starting 
goalie were the founda-
tion of two Stanley Cup 
championship teams in Los 
Angeles, where they’ve 
been on the NHL roster to-
gether since late 2008.

Continued on Page 19

Open 
Sesame

Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers throws a pass in the first half of an NFL wild card playoff 
football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019, in Baltimore.

Associated Press
Page 20

Chargers hold off Jackson, 
Ravens 23-17 in playoff opener

Los Angeles Kings center 
Anze Kopitar, center, takes 
the puck as Edmonton Oilers 
right wing Tobias Rieder loses 
his stick during the second 
period of an NHL hockey 
game, Saturday, Jan. 5, 2019, 
in Los Angeles.

Associated Press

Quick, Kopitar 
hit 300th 
milestones, 
Kings rout 
Oilers 4-0
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Los Angeles Kings vs. Edmonton Oilers
Continued from Page 18

A few minutes after Kopitar 
got his milestone goal in 
the third period, Quick fin-
ished up his own landmark 
win along with his 51st ca-
reer shutout.
“Feels pretty good,” said 
Kopitar, the fifth player 
to score 300 goals for the 
Kings. “I was hoping it was 
going to come a little bit 
earlier than that, but it’s 
here, and I’m proud of 
that. ... It’s great for Quick-
ie. He’s, in my mind, the 
best goalie in the world. It’s 
very comforting to have 
him back there, and a privi-
lege to play in front of him.”
Quick made 16 saves and 
combined with his defense 
to end the five-game scor-
ing streaks of Edmonton 
stars Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl.
“As far as 300 wins, it’s just 
a group of guys that I’ve 
been lucky enough to play 
with,” Quick said. “Hopeful-
ly we keep going. We want 
to win some more games. 
For Kopi, that’s awesome. 
He’s more of a playmaker 
than a goal-scorer, so 300 
goals, that’s a lot.”
Kyle Clifford, Tyler Toffoli 
and Jeff Carter scored dur-
ing a dominant first period 
in the Kings’ sixth win in nine 
games since mid-Decem-
ber. Mikko Koskinen yield-
ed three goals on eight 
Kings shots before Cam Tal-
bot replaced him in the first 
period for the Oilers.
Edmonton coach Ken 
Hitchcock castigated his 
team after its seventh loss 
in eight games.
“We had one player show 
up and play,” Hitchcock 
said. “Darnell Nurse was our 
best player by a mile ... and 
that’s all we had. We didn’t 
compete. Their best play-
ers were their best players. 
We didn’t compete. This is 
on everybody. When you 
have one player that com-
petes at a high level in a 
game like this, it can’t be 
acceptable. There’s been 
too much of this go on in 
the first 41 games. We win 
one, and then we take our 
foot off the gas, and that’s 
exactly what we did.”
The poor first period was 
a rerun for the Oilers, who 
also struggled early against 

Arizona on Wednesday be-
fore rallying to win.
“What has to change for 
us (is) we’re a situation-mo-
tivated team,” Hitchcock 
said. “I’ve only been here 
20 games, and I see the sit-
uation motivates them. We 
lose, we get embarrassed, 
we get motivated, and 
that isn’t a playoff team. 
That isn’t a playoff attitude, 
and we have to change. 
But this can’t be accept-
able. ... I don’t know what 
it is, but we’ll figure it out.”
All-Star Drew Doughty had 
two early assists for the 
Kings, who are on their first 
sustained stretch of strong 
play after languishing at 
the bottom of the league 
for much of the season.
With these two points, Los 
Angeles moved above 
Ottawa, Philadelphia and 
St. Louis while pulling even 
at the bottom of the Pa-
cific Division with Arizona, 
albeit with more games 
played. They’re small but 
vital movements for the 
Kings after a dismal first 
half of the season that in-
cluded the firing of coach 
John Stevens. The Kings 
ranked 30th in the 31-team 
NHL with only 22 first-period 
goals before they got three 
more past the Oilers.
Clifford put the Kings up just 
3:15 in when he took a pass 
at mid-ice, skated around 
Caleb Jones and flipped in 
his sixth goal. Toffoli scored 
after Doughty kept an Oil-
ers turnover in the zone 
and set up the forward 
for only his second goal 
in 25 games. Carter then 
chased Koskinen with his 
eighth goal of the season.
NOTES: Kings F Carl Hagelin 
returned from a 20-game 
absence with a knee injury. 
The Swede played in only 
five games after Los Ange-
les acquired him from Pitts-
burgh in a trade for Tanner 
Pearson before getting 
hurt. ... Edmonton RW Alex 
Chiasson returned from a 
three-game absence with 
a sore knee. ... Oilers D Matt 
Benning was scratched for 
only the second time since 
Oct. 25. He left the road trip 
to attend his grandfather’s 
funeral in Edmonton on Fri-
day. Former Kings D Kevin 
Gravel took his spot in the 
Oilers’ lineup. q

Los Angeles Kings center Anze Kopitar, left, and goaltender Jonathan Quick congratulate each 
other after an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers, Saturday, Jan. 5, 2019, in Los 
Angeles. 

Associated Press
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By DAVID GINSBURG
AP Sports Writer
BALTIMORE (AP) — The Los 
Angeles Chargers kept La-
mar Jackson grounded, 
and by the time the rookie 
got the passing game go-
ing it was too late for the 
Baltimore Ravens.
Michael Badgley kicked 
five field goals, and Los An-
geles harassed and hound-
ed Jackson during a 23-17 
victory Sunday in the open-
ing round of the NFL play-
offs.
The Chargers (13-4) will next 
face the second-seeded 
New England Patriots (11-
5) on the road Sunday. 
The Chargers last won two 
games during a single post-
season in 2007, when the 
franchise was in San Diego.
Of course, going deep in 
the playoffs are old hat for 
the Patriots.
“Yeah, I mean, gosh, we 
know the run they’ve had,” 

Chargers quarterback Phil-
ip Rivers said. “It seems like 
forever. They’re always in 
these games and games 
beyond.”
Rivers went 22 for 32 for 160 
yards for Los Angeles, pro-
viding just enough offense 
to help the Chargers get 
even for a 22-10 loss to Bal-

timore (10-7) just two weeks 
ago.
Badgley set a franchise 
record for field goals in a 
playoff game. He connect-
ed from 21, 53, 40, 34 and 
47 yards.
The Chargers built a 23-3 
lead in the fourth quarter 
before Jackson threw two 

touchdown passes to make 
it close. Given one final 
chance to complete the 
comeback, the 21-year-
old looked every bit like the 
youngest quarterback to 
start an NFL playoff game 
when he lost the ball on his 
third fumble of the game.
Jackson finished 14 for 29 
for 194 yards with an inter-
ception. He was sacked 
seven times.
“I wasn’t playing my game 
today. I’m ticked off about 
that, definitely,” Jackson 
said.
The AFC North champion 
Ravens were making their 
first playoff appearance 
since 2014 after Jackson 
led the team on a 6-1 sea-
son-ending run following 
an injury to long-time start-
er Joe Flacco.
In the days leading up to 
the game, Jackson — the 
2016 Heisman Trophy win-
ner — was lauded for the 

job he did to get Balti-
more into the postseason. 
With the former Louisville 
star leading the way, the 
Ravens went on a tear by 
combining a time-consum-
ing ground game with the 
league’s top-ranked de-
fense.
Jackson finished with 54 
yards rushing, but he was 
booed by many in the 
crowd of 70, 432 after the 
Ravens fell behind by 20 
points.
“They were looking for bet-
ter in us,” Jackson said. 
“We didn’t perform well. It 
happens sometimes.”
Jackson threw a 31-yard 
touchdown pass to Mi-
chael Crabtree to make 
it 23-10 with 6:33 remain-
ing and tossed a 7-yarder 
to Crabtree with 1:59 left, 
but Baltimore’s last chance 
ended when Jackson 
fumbled after being hit by 
Uchenna Nwosu.q

Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Lionel Messi 
and Luis Suarez scored bril-
liant goals as Barcelona 
beat Getafe 2-1 on Sunday 
to increase its lead in the 
Spanish league.
Barcelona capitalized on 
slipups by its rivals earlier 
in the day to take a five-
point lead over second-
placed Atletico. Sevilla 
trails Barcelona by seven 
points in third place, and 
fifth-placed Real Madrid 
is 10 points behind, as the 
league reaches its midway 
point next round. Getafe 
started well but, as he so of-
ten does, Messi turned the 

match around in the 20th 
minute when he pounced 
on a loose ball in the area, 
poked it between the legs 
of goalkeeper David Soria 
and slotted it home from a 
tight angle.
Suarez matched his team-
mate’s effort in the 39th 
when he planted his left 
foot as a pivot and used his 
right leg to rifle the ball from 
the edge of the area into 
the corner of the net with a 
waist-high volley.
Messi leads the league with 
16 goals, followed by Su-
arez in second place with 
12. Messi came close to 
adding another goal late in 

the match but was denied 
both times by Soria.
Getafe pulled one back 
through Jaime Mata just 
before halftime and the 
hosts had chances to draw 
level. But Barcelona goal-
keeper Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen saved a powerful 
header by Leandro Ca-
brera before Mata squan-
dered a golden opportu-
nity in the 66th when he 
caught Ter Stegen off his 
line only to miss the open 
goal.
Getafe, which had con-
ceded only four goals 
at home this season, re-
mained in seventh place.q

Los Angeles Chargers vs. Baltimore Ravens 

Los Angeles Chargers defensive end Melvin Ingram (54) 
celebrates after sacking Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar 
Jackson in the second half of an NFL wild card playoff football 
game, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019, in Baltimore.

Associated Press

Messi scores, Barca beats Getafe to take 5-point lead at top

FC Barcelona’s Luis Suarez celebrates after scoring during a 
Spanish La Liga soccer match between Getafe and FC Barcelona 
at the Alfonso Perez stadium in Getafe, Spain, Sunday, Jan. 6, 
2019.

Associated Press
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By DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 
Missouri Western State is not 
exactly a pipeline to the 
PGA Tour. Neither is Galla-
tin, Missouri, a farming com-
munity of 1,800 where Brice 
Garnett honed his game 
on a nine-hole course. Thir-
teen years ago, Garnett 
was finishing up his degree 
in business finance with ev-
ery intention of working for 
a bank. “Never thought 
we’d be here, at Kapalua, 
playing the Tournament of 
Champions,” Garnett said.
About the only thing he has 
in common with the other 
32 players in the field is win-
ning on the PGA Tour. His 
victory was last March at 
the Corales Puntacana Re-
sort & Club Championship 
in the Dominican Republic.
What sets him apart is not 
the five years he spent on 
the Web.com Tour, or even 
the three years he spent 
driving across Texas on the 
Adams Tour in a Chevrolet 
Equinox his parents gave 
him for a graduation pres-
ent.
The PGA Tour is filled with 
players from big college 

programs such as Alabama 
and Oklahoma State, 
Georgia and Texas. If they 
don’t stay four years to 
get a degree, it’s because 
they’re already prepared 
to compete against the 
best in the world.
Garnett is a rarity coming 
from a school like Missouri 
Western State, best known 
as the training camp for the 
Kansas City Chiefs. He com-
peted against Troy Merritt 
at Winona State in Minne-
sota before Merritt — also 

in the field at Kapalua — 
transferred to Boise State.
William McGirt, who won 
the Memorial three years 
ago, played at Wofford, 
a Division I school in South 
Carolina known more for 
its academics than its golf 
program. “There’s a lot of 
great Division II players that 
I’ve kept my eye on be-
cause I keep up with the 
guys back home,” Garnett 
said. “You don’t see a lot 
pushing through.”
He certainly didn’t see him-

self doing that.
Garnett played mostly re-
gional golf growing up in 
Gallatin, and he improved 
enough to dream about 
playing for the Missouri Ti-
gers. He wrote the golf 
coach asking if there was 
room for him. He remem-
bers the day the letter ar-
rived in the mail.
“I got pulled out of class,” 
he said. “My dad was 
there. My mom worked 
there as a teacher. I went 
to the principal’s office be-
cause the letter got mailed 
back to the school. They all 
came out to get the good 
news. The coach wrote 
on there: ‘Congratula-
tions on a great junior and 
high school career, but 
our team is full. You’re wel-
come to walk on.’
“I pinned that up in my 
room in college, used that 
as motivation.”
It wasn’t until his junior 
year that Garnett got go-
ing, winning 12 times over 
his last two seasons for the 
Griffons. Still, this was Mis-
souri Western State. The 
All-Americans that year in-
cluded Dustin Johnson and 
Billy Horschel. “I had no 

plans to turn pro until Christ-
mas of my senior year, and 
Dad brought it to my atten-
tion that he might get some 
money behind me,” Gar-
nett said. He started on the 
Adams Tour and worked 
his way up to the Web.
com Tour, where he made 
only four cuts. Then, it was 
back to the mini-tours. He 
was playing in the Caroli-
nas and qualifying for Web.
com Tour events when he 
could and planning for 
Q-school when his father 
suggested he fly to Nash-
ville, Tennessee, for another 
Monday qualifier.
“Man, I was tired,” Garnett 
said. “He said, ‘It’s $90, go 
do it.’ I got in the tourna-
ment and ended up get-
ting second.”
That got him full status, and 
two years later he did well 
enough to make it to the 
PGA Tour. Three years later, 
he was back on the Web. 
But he won twice in 2017 
to get his PGA Tour card 
again, and the 35-year-old 
finally cashed in with his 
victory in the Dominican 
Republic, held opposite a 
World Golf Championship.
It’s not impossible. q

Garnett goes from small Missouri college to PGA Tour winner

Brice Garnett plays his shot from the first tee during the second 
round of the Tournament of Champions golf event, Friday, Jan. 
4, 2019, at Kapalua Plantation Course in Kapalua, Hawaii.

Associated Press
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BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 

— Kei Nishikori won his first 
ATP title since Memphis in 

2016 with a dominating fi-
nal set to beat Daniil Med-
vedev 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 in the 
Brisbane International final 
on Sunday.
The 2014 U.S. Open final-
ist served for the match 
at 5-1 in the third set, but 
Medvedev earned a tem-
porary reprieve when he 
broke the Japanese play-
er’s serve to extend the 
match. But Nishikori, who 
had lost nine consecutive 
ATP finals over 52 tour-

naments in nearly three 
years, broke the Russian 
player’s serve on four con-
secutive points in the final 
game to clinch the match 
in just 2 hours, 6 minutes, at 
Pat Rafter Arena.
Earlier, Karolina Pliskova 
won her second Brisbane 
title, beating Lesia Tsuren-
ko 4-6, 7-5, 6-2 after com-
ing within just two points of 
defeat.
Serving for the title at 5-4 
Sunday, Tsurenko lost 13 

straight points. It came af-
ter Tsurenko rolled her an-
kle in the second game of 
the deciding set.
Tsurenko was 4-0 in her 
previous WTA finals. 
Pliskova won her first Bris-
bane title two years ago.
Pliskova improved her re-
cord in Brisbane to 13-2 
and joined Victoria Aza-
renka (2009, 2016) and 
Serena Williams (2013-14) 
as the third woman to win 
the tournament twice.q

Nishikori, Pliskova win 
Brisbane International titles

Kei Nishikori of Japan plays a shot during his final match against 
Daniil Medvedev of Russia at the Brisbane International tennis 
tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019.

Associated Press
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By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Al-
abama coach Nick Saban 
and Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney went through the 
familiar routine Sunday.
Joint news conference, 
during which Swinney does 
most of the talking. Saban 
compliments Swinney’s Ti-
gers. Swinney compliments 
Saban’s unprecedented 
run with the Crimson Tide. 
Handshake. Pose for a pic-
ture with a trophy. They 
have done this drill four 
straight seasons in the Col-
lege Football Playoff.
Alabama-Clemson IV, the 
third meeting with the na-
tional championship on the 
line, will be played Mon-
day night at Levi’s Stadium 
in Santa Clara, California. 
Tide vs. Tigers might be get-
ting old for some fans, but 
the latest chapter is a fea-
ture not a bug in the five-
year-old playoff to Swin-
ney.
“I think the objective is to 
get the two best teams,” 
Swinney said. “If that’s not 
best for college football, 
then why did we even do 
it?”
For the first time the College 
Football Playoff champion-
ship game features two 
unbeaten teams. The top-
ranked Tide (14-0) or No. 
2 Tigers (14-0) will become 
the first 15-0 FBS champion 
in college football’s poll 
era, dating back to the first 
AP rankings in 1936.
Saban and Alabama are 
already in the midst of the 
most impressive run in the 

college football history, 
with five national champi-
onships since 2009. If not 
for a last-second loss to 
Clemson in the 2016 cham-
pionship game, the Tide 
would be shooting for three 
straight playoff titles. Ala-
bama won a thriller against 
Clemson for the 2015 title.
Saban has six national 
championships total, in-
cluding a BCS crown he 
won with LSU in 2003. One 
more breaks a tie with Ala-
bama great Bear Bryant for 
the most by any coach.
“I don’t ever even think 
about that at all,” said Sa-
ban, who is in his 12th sea-
son at Alabama and 23rd 
overall as a college head 
coach. “I do think a lot 
about trying to make and 

help this team to be the 
best possible — and to put 
them in the best possible 
position to have a chance 
to be successful.”
A case can be made that 
Saban has already sur-
passed Bryant, who was 
at Alabama for 25 years. 
The current Alabama dy-
nasty is stacking up cham-
pionships despite the con-
straints of scholarship limits 
and against competition 
bolstered by a deeper tal-
ent pool and more national 
exposure.
“You’re talking about a 
program that I have a 
deep love and respect for, 
always have, always will, 
and a coach that’s — I 
mean, he’s won six national 
championships and the lev-

el of consistency is a model 
and an aspiration for every 
program,” said Swinney, 
who was a walk-on receiv-
er for Alabama’s 1992 na-
tional title team coached 
by Gene Stallings.
Swinney and Clemson have 
come closest to reaching 
the Alabama standard. 
A second national cham-
pionship in three seasons 
would give Clemson three 
overall (1981, 2016) and 
put Swinney in prestigious 
company. Among the Hall 
of Fame coaches with two 
national championships 
are Bobby Bowden of Flor-
ida State and Joe Paterno 
of Penn State.
Saban’s accomplishments 
have pretty much settled 
the question of greatest 

college football coach. 
He might be better com-
pared to coaches in oth-
er sports such as UCLA’s 
John Wooden, who won 
10 NCAA men’s basketball 
championships; Pat Sum-
mitt, who won eight NCAA 
women’s basketball titles 
with Tennessee; Geno Au-
riemma, who has 11 wom-
en’s basketball champi-
onships at Connecticut; 
and Dan Gable, who led 
Iowa wrestling to 17 NCAA 
championships.
Alabama’s dominance has 
been defined by almost 
monotonous excellence. 
None of Saban’s teams 
stand out. They are simi-
larly stellar, machine-like in 
their efficiency. This team 
has a chance to separate 
from the rest. Alabama can 
become just the third wire-
to-wire No. 1 in the AP poll, 
joining 1999 Florida State 
and 2004 Southern Califor-
nia.
The biggest difference in 
this Tide team is Tua Tago-
vailoa, who came off the 
bench as a freshman to 
beat Georgia in last sea-
son’s championship game. 
For the first time, Saban has 
a star quarterback. Ala-
bama has rolled through its 
opponents by an average 
of 31 points.
“His accuracy, his athletic 
ability, his ability to impro-
vise,” Clemson defensive 
coordinator Brent Venables 
said of Tagovailoa. “He’s 
got the best players on the 
planet around him at every 
position, and they’re two 
and three deep.”q

Associated Press
LOUDON COUNTY, Va. 
(AP) — Soccer star Wayne 
Rooney was arrested last 
month at a Washington-
area airport on a charge of 
public intoxication, authori-
ties said Sunday.
The Loudon County Sher-
iff’s Office in Virginia said 
Rooney was jailed Dec. 16 
after his arrest on the misde-
meanor charge by police 
at the Dulles International 
Airport in Virginia and then 
released on his own recog-
nizance. The sheriff’s office 

released a mugshot from 
his booking that showed 
Rooney in what appeared 
to be an orange jail jump-
suit.
The sheriff’s office referred 
further questions to air-
port authorities. An airport 
spokesman said he was 
looking into what hap-
pened.
It wasn’t immediately clear 
what led to the arrest, but 
Rooney appeared to have 
been traveling in the days 
beforehand. He posted a 
picture on his verified Ins-

tagram account on Dec. 
14 in an airplane seat and 
said he was traveling to an 
auto race in Saudi Arabia.
Before coming to play in 
the U.S. this year, Rooney, 
33, starred for Manchester 
United in the English Pre-
mier League. His 208 ca-
reer goals make him the 
league’s second all-time 
scorer.  He was also the all-
time leading scorer for Eng-
land’s national team.
When he joined Washing-
ton-based D.C. United, 
he became the latest in a 

series of European stars to 
play for U.S.-based Major 
League Soccer late in their 
careers. He helped the 
team reach the playoffs 
last year.
The Washington-based 
team said in a statement 
that it was aware of news 
reports of the arrest, but 
declined further comment.
“We understand the me-
dia’s interest in this mat-
ter but we believe this is a 
private matter for Wayne 
that D.C. United will handle 
internally,” the team said.q

Alabama-Clemson IV: Can Saban’s dynasty reach new heights?

Alabama head coach Nick Saban and Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney pose with the trophy 
at a news conference for the NCAA college football playoff championship game Sunday, Jan. 6, 
2019, in Santa Clara, Calif. 

Associated Press

Sheriff: Soccer star Rooney charged with public intoxication

This undated photo provided 
by the Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office shows Wayne 
Rooney.

Associated Press
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By GERALD IMRAY
Associated Press
CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(AP) — Armed with a four-
man fast-bowling attack 
that has a strong claim to 
be the best in the world, 
South Africa won the sec-
ond test and the series 
against Pakistan by making 
the 41 runs it needed on 
the morning of the fourth 
day on Sunday.
South Africa’s batsmen 
completed a nine-wicket 
win and a seventh straight 
series success at home, a 
comfortable victory set up 
once again by the Proteas’ 
pacemen, who very nearly 
made both of the opening 
two tests of the series three-
day affairs.
The match at Newlands 
only went 47 minutes into 
the fourth day, when South 
Africa cruised to 43-1 in its 
second innings to finish the 
job.
Pakistan has failed to reach 
200 in three of its four in-
nings so far in the series 
with South Africa’s attack, 
boasting top-ranked test 
bowler Kagiso Rabada, a 
fit-again Dale Steyn, and 
newcomer Duanne Olivier, 
bullying the Pakistan bats-
men.
South Africa cranked it up 

even further in Cape Town 
by adding Vernon Philan-
der and making it an all-out 
pace attack, with spinner 
Keshav Maharaj not need-
ed for the second test and 
left out.
“I think if you talk about our 
bowling and their bowling, 
there’s a big difference,” 
Pakistan captain Sarfraz 
Ahmed said. “There’s a dif-
ference in pace.”
Even though Pakistan also 

has a promising group of 
fast bowlers, Sarfraz said 
they couldn’t match the 
out-and-out speed of the 
South Africans.
It wasn’t quite as simple 
with the bat as South Africa 
was hoping for on Sunday 
morning. The Proteas lost 
stand-in opener Theunis 
de Bruyn for 4 and Hashim 
Amla retired hurt on 2 after 
being hit on the right arm 
by a bouncer before they 

reached the modest tar-
get.
De Bruyn was opening in 
place of Aiden Markram, 
who was injured fielding on 
the third day.
Still, South Africa got there, 
with opener Dean Elgar 24 
not out and captain Faf du 
Plessis — man of the match 
for a first-innings century — 
3 not out. It gave South Af-
rica a 2-0 lead in the three-
test contest.

The final test in Johannes-
burg starts on Friday and 
there’s likely to be no letup 
from South Africa’s bowlers 
there, with Johannesburg’s 
Wanderers traditionally 
one of the country’s quick-
est pitches.
“We have nothing to lose. 
We just have to play a posi-
tive game,” Sarfraz said.
The victory at Newlands 
also took South Africa’s re-
cord to 10 victories in 14 
tests and 10 wins out of 12 
at home since coach Ot-
tis Gibson — a man who 
appreciates fast bowling 
more than any other facet 
— was appointed in late 
2017.
“Not too long ago we were 
(ranked) No. 7 in the world 
and we lost a few test 
matches and weren’t play-
ing as well as we liked and 
we said home matches 
and home series, we need 
to take care of them,” 
South Africa captain du 
Plessis said.
Gibson has taken South Af-
rica on just one overseas 
test tour, though, where the 
Proteas were whitewashed 
2-0 on slow, turning surfac-
es in Sri Lanka.
“There lies the challenge in 
being better at touring,” du 
Plessis said.q

By ERIC WILLEMSEN
Associated Press
ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — 
Marcel Hirscher returned 
to winning ways Sunday, 
triumphing in the first men’s 
World Cup slalom of 2019 
after he had missed the po-
dium in the last two races.
The seven-time overall 
champion trailed Austrian 
teammate Marco Schwarz 
after the opening leg but 
posted the fastest time in 
the final run before Schwarz 
straddled a gate and failed 
to finish.
“It was today definitely not 
the easiest victory I have 
made so far,” said Hirscher, 
who has won 10 of the last 
12 slaloms. “But in the end 
of the day I am super, super 
happy. It was quite a hard 
day of work.”
It was Hirscher’s 64th ca-

reer win and 30th in the 
discipline. Only Sweden’s 
Ingemar Stenmark (40) and 
Italy’s Alberto Tomba (35) 
have won more men’s sla-
lom races.
Hirscher rarely misses out 
on a podium in consecu-

tive races. The last time he 
didn’t make the podium in 
three straight races was in 
February 2016.
After placing 26th in the last 
slalom of 2018 in Italy and 
starting the new calendar 
year by placing seventh in 

the city event in Oslo, he 
spoke of “a mini-crisis.”
His focus on winning is so 
big, that he calls finishing 
26th or even seventh a 
“DNF,” a did-not-finish.
“After finishing two races 
with a DNF, it is nice to be 
back in the finish area with 
another 100 points. The 
last two races not scoring 
points was not fun, it was 
making me nervous, even 
after all those years,” he 
said, adding that “the peo-
ple in Austria want to see 
me winning, or at least on 
the podium.”
And Hirscher was fast to ac-
knowledge that Sunday’s 
win had “not really” ended 
his doubts.
“The feeling is a little bit 
weird with the changing 
conditions we have this 
year,” Hirscher said. “It is 

hard to find the right set-up 
for each terrain and for ev-
ery condition.”
Alexis Pinturault of France 
was 0.60 seconds behind 
Hirscher in second, and 
Manuel Feller of Austria was 
another 0.02 further behind 
in third for his first career sla-
lom podium.
Pinturault returned to a sla-
lom podium for the first time 
since winning in Wengen, 
Switzerland, five years ago.
“I had troubles finding my 
best level and with my skis 
and the setup. These were 
really hard years,” said the 
Frenchman, adding he had 
put more focus on slalom 
training again last summer.
Schwarz’s half-time lead 
and Feller’s third-place fin-
ish underlined the depth 
of the Austrian technical 
team. q

South Africa wins 2nd test, seals series against Pakistan

South African Captain Faf du Plessis in action on day four of the second cricket test match between 
South Africa and Pakistan at Newlands Cricket Ground in Cape Town, South Africa, Sunday, Jan. 
6, 2019. 
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Austrian Hirscher gets 30th career World Cup slalom win

Austria’s Marco Schwarz competes during an alpine ski, men’s 
World Cup slalom in Zagreb, Croatia, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2019.

Associated Press
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By NEIL SHAW
Associated Press
ACCRA, Ghana (AP) — On 
any given day, plumes of 
noxious smoke rise above 
the Agbogbloshie dump 
site in Ghana’s capital, 
Accra. The billowing black 
smoke comes from the 
many informal e-waste re-
cyclers who take unwant-
ed electronics, strip them 
of their cables and burn 
away the protective cov-
ers to reach the valuable 
copper beneath.
It’s a dangerous way to 
make a living, but an easily 
available one for the many 
unskilled workers arriving 
in search of money to get 
by. Ghana imports about 
150,000 tons of second-
hand electronics a year, 
according to a 2011 study 
coordinated under the Ba-
sel Convention, a global 
treaty on hazardous waste.
Like many of the informal 
e-waste recyclers pick-
ing through the trash that 
comes largely from Europe 
and North America, Amin 
Idris comes from northern 

Ghana. After too many 
lungfuls of the acrid air, 
he decided to change his 
approach. “When I used 
to burn these cables, I felt 
ill,” he said. “That’s why I 
stopped burning and start-
ed bringing cables in here.”
He stood at a wire-strip-
ping machine at Green 
Advocacy Ghana, a non-
governmental organiza-
tion that operates inside 
the Agbogbloshie dump. 
For a fee ranging from 2 to 
10 U.S. cents per pound of 

metal, electrical cables are 
fed through blades that slit 
open the plastic, making it 
easy to reach the copper 
or other metal wires inside.
“When I strip cables here, 
it looks much better than 
burnt copper, and we’ll 
get higher prices for this 
stripped copper” Idris said.
Bennett Nana Akuffo has 
run Green Advocacy Gha-
na for more than three 
years. “Every month, every 
year, we keep on getting 
more and more people. It’s 

a slow process and the peo-
ple we are dealing with, for 
want of a better word, they 
are sometimes difficult to 
accept change,” Nana 
Akuffo said. “So it’s been a 
slow and gradual process.”
The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is Ghana’s 
main environmental regu-
lator. “The law prohibits 
open burning of waste, in 
any form or shape. This in-
cludes electronic waste,” 
Principal Program Officer 
Larry Kotoe said.
“Having said that, we are 
not saying the e-waste 
recyclers shouldn’t burn 
but rather that this pre-
dominantly informal sec-
tor should be transformed. 
The law is seeking to rebuild 
their capacity, retool them, 
so that they can safely dis-
mantle e-waste.”
While only Green Advoca-
cy Ghana is currently ac-
tive on the ground in the 
Agbogbloshie dump, the 
German government in 
partnership with Ghana’s 
government is building a 
health clinic and e-waste 

recycling training center 
due to open there in early 
2019. For professor Julius 
Fobil with the University of 
Ghana, more community 
participation from the start 
would make a project like 
Green Advocacy Ghana 
more effective. Environ-
mental literacy among the 
informal workers “is current-
ly very low,” he said.
Fobil is concluding a long-
term study of the health ef-
fects on e-waste recyclers 
at Agbogbloshie. He car-
ried out blood and urine 
tests on a group of e-waste 
workers between 2016 and 
2018.
They “tend to have diffi-
culties breathing,” he said. 
“Ailments range from minor 
coughs to complicated 
health problems like COPD. 
That’s chronic obstructive 
pulmonary diseases. We 
are also seeing that some 
of them are susceptible 
to long-term exposure like 
the increase of cancers — 
cancer due to exposure 
to some of these complex 
chemicals.”q

By BRIAN MELLEY
 Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Peo-
ple relied on the most pop-
ular mobile weather app to 
make plans and figure out 
how to dress for the ele-
ments, but its owners used 
it to track their every step 
and profit off that informa-
tion, Los Angeles prosecu-
tors said Friday.
The operator of The Weath-
er Channel mobile app 
misled users who agreed 
to share their location in-
formation in exchange for 
personalized forecasts and 
alerts, and they instead 
unwittingly surrendered 
personal privacy when the 
company sold their data to 
third parties, City Attorney 
Michael Feuer said.
Feuer sued the app’s oper-
ator in Los Angeles County 
Superior Court to stop the 
practice. He said 80 per-
cent of users agreed to 
it because the company 
had intentionally obscured 
disclosures on how it uses 
geolocation data within a 
10,000-word privacy policy.

“Think how Orwellian it feels 
to live in a world where a 
private company is track-

ing potentially every place 
you go, every minute of ev-
ery day,” Feuer said. “If you 

want to sacrifice to that 
company that information, 
you sure ought to be doing 
it with clear advanced no-
tice of what’s at stake.”
A spokesman for IBM Corp., 
which owns the app, said 
it has always been clear 
about the use of location 
data collected from users 
and will vigorously defend 
its “fully appropriate” dis-
closures.
Marketed as the “world’s 
most downloaded weather 
app,” The Weather Chan-
nel app claims it has ap-
proximately 45 million users 
a month, the lawsuit said.
Feuer said operators of the 
app, TWC Product and 
Technology LLC, sold data 
to at least a dozen web-
sites for targeted ads and 
to hedge funds that used 
the information to analyze 
consumer behavior. Feuer 
said he learned about the 
sale of the private data 
from an article in The New 
York Times.
The lawsuit seeks to stop 
the company from the 
practice it calls “unfair and 

fraudulent” and seeks pen-
alties of up to $2,500 for 
each violation.
It comes as companies, 
most notably Facebook 
and Google, are increas-
ingly under fire for how 
they use people’s person-
al data. Both companies 
faced congressional hear-
ings last year on privacy 
issues, which are likely to 
remain on lawmakers and 
regulators’ minds both na-
tionally and in California.
In June, California lawmak-
ers approved what experts 
are calling the country’s 
most far-reaching law to 
give people more control 
over their personal data 
online. That law doesn’t 
take effect until next year.
Feuer said he hopes the 
case inspires other lawsuits 
and legislation to curb da-
ta-sharing practices.
IBM bought the app along 
with the digital assets of The 
Weather Company in 2015 
for $2 billion but did not ac-
quire The Weather Channel 
seen on TV, which is owned 
by another company.q

Weather Channel app accused of selling users’ personal data

A mobile phone with The Weather Channel app location 
preference page is seen Friday, Jan. 4, 2019. 
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For Ghana e-waste recyclers, a safer option amid toxic fumes

In this Nov. 26, 2018, photo, a man uses a wire-stripping machine 
to get to the copper and other metals in discarded electronic 
cables in Accra, Ghana. 
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US employers went on a surprising hiring spree in December
By JOSH BOAK
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
employers went on a hir-
ing spree in December, 
adding a surprising 312,000 
jobs and providing a dose 
of reassurance about the 
economy after a turbulent 
few months on Wall Street.
The job gains reported 
Friday by the Labor De-
partment came despite 
a trade war with China, a 
global slowdown and a 
partial government shut-
down now entering its third 
week.
The nation’s unemploy-
ment rate rose slightly to 
3.9 percent last month, but 
that, too, was considered 
a positive sign, reflecting 
an increase in Americans 
beginning to look for work. 
And average hourly pay 
improved 3.2 percent from 
a year ago.
Stocks surged on the news, 
along with word that the 
U.S. and China will hold 
trade talks next week and 
comments from Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell that the Fed will be 
flexible in judging whether 
to raise interest rates fur-
ther. The Dow Jones indus-
trial average shot up 747 
points, or 3.3 percent.
President Donald Trump 
called the job growth 
“GREAT” on Twitter.

The torrid hiring in Decem-
ber far outstripped the 
180,000 jobs investors had 
been anticipating and 
could help ease fears that 
the economy’s expansion 
— now in the middle of its 
10th year — may be com-
ing to an end.
“The labor market is very 
strong even though the 
economy appears to be 
slowing,” said Eric Wino-
grad, senior U.S. economist 
at the investment manage-
ment firm AllianceBernstein. 
“Those two things cannot 

coexist for very long. Either 
weakening demand will 
lead firms to dial back the 
pace of hiring or the robust 
pace of hiring will lead firms 
to ramp back up produc-
tion.”
In recent weeks, financial 
markets have plunged 
amid concerns that the U.S. 
could be in a recession by 
2020. The Dow suffered its 
worst December since the 
middle of the Depression in 
1931.
Major companies such as 
Apple say their sales are 

being jeopardized by the 
tariff war between Wash-
ington and Beijing, and an 
important gauge of U.S. 
manufacturing posted its 
steepest decline in a de-
cade Thursday.
China, the world’s second-
largest economy, is also 
mired in a slowdown, its 
consumers losing much of 
their appetite for real es-
tate, iPhones, Ford vehicles 
and jewelry from Tiffany & 
Co.
The U.S. government shut-
down and Trump’s attacks 

on the Fed and its chairman 
over the central bank’s 
rate increases have also 
worried investors, though 
Powell may have eased 
some of those concerns Fri-
day when he stressed that 
he would not resign if the 
president told him to do so.
The strong job growth sug-
gests employers believe 
U.S. consumer spending will 
stay robust.
Health care and educa-
tion added 82,000 jobs last 
month, the largest jump in 
nearly nine years. Restau-
rants and drinking places 
posted a net gain of 40,700 
jobs. Builders added 38,000 
construction jobs, while 
manufacturers increased 
their payrolls by 32,000 
workers.
Businesses are still search-
ing for more workers.
Fresh Coat Painters, based 
in Cincinnati, plans to near-
ly double the 300 employ-
ees who paint homes and 
businesses as it expands this 
year across this country. The 
franchiser is also launch-
ing an apprenticeship pro-
gram to attract workers, in 
addition to providing high-
er pay and benefits.
Tara Riley, president of 
Fresh Coat, said that fran-
chise owners are having to 
actively search for workers 
instead of simply posting 
ads.q

By SCOTT McFETRIDGE
Associated Press
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 
The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture announced Fri-
day that it must delay the 
release of key crop reports 
due to the partial govern-
ment shutdown, leaving in-
vestors and farmers without 
vital information during an 
already tumultuous time for 
agricultural markets.
The USDA had planned 
to release the closely 
watched reports Jan. 11 
but said that even if the 
shutdown ended immedi-
ately , the agency’s staff 
wouldn’t have time to re-
lease the reports as sched-
uled. Congressional leaders 
met with President Donald 
Trump on Friday but there 

were no indications the 
shutdown would end soon.
“The longer it goes on, the 
more distorted our refer-
ence points get,” said grain 
market analyst Todd Hult-
man, of Omaha, Nebraska-
based agriculture market 

data provider DTN. “It’s a 
lot of guesswork.”
The reports detail the size of 
the 2018 harvests of corn, 
soybean, wheat and other 
crops and give an early 
estimate for what farmers 
will plant in the upcoming 

season. Depending on the 
estimates, the price of the 
commodities can rise or 
fall as they show the cur-
rent supply and forecast 
how many acres will be 
devoted to different crops 
in the coming months. The 
government shutdown has 
now forced the delay of 
such reports for two weeks, 
and uncertainty about the 
commodity supply will only 
grow as more time elapses, 
Hultman said. USDA reports 
provide the foundation for 
understanding the U.S. ag-
ricultural industry, and be-
cause they also estimate 
farm production in other 
countries, they are essen-
tial for understanding glob-
al crop markets. Although 
the government is still re-

leasing some information, 
such as the Labor Depart-
ment’s monthly jobs report 
, the USDA hasn’t released 
key reports since Dec. 22. 
This includes the closely 
watched World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Esti-
mates report and informa-
tion about specific crops, 
such as winter wheat and 
canola seedings. The lack 
of information comes amid 
the uncertainty of trade 
with China, where tariffs led 
to an abrupt drop in U.S. 
agricultural exports to the 
country. There were indica-
tions that China was begin-
ning to resume at least limit-
ed purchases of U.S. crops, 
but because of the govern-
ment shutdown it’s unclear 
what’s happening.q

In this Nov. 2, 2017, file photo a recruiter from the postal service, right, speaks with an attendee of 
a job fair in the cafeteria of Deer Lakes High School in Cheswick, Pa.

Associated Press

Investors, farmers guessing as shutdown delays crop reports

In this Nov. 21, 2018, file photo, Justin Roth holds a handful of 
soybeans at the Brooklyn Elevator in Brooklyn, Iowa.

Associated Press
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Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 

S
at

u
rd

ay
’s

 p
u

zz
le

 a
n

sw
er

Blondie

6 Chix

Mutts



CLASSIFIED A27
Monday 7 January 2019

Halley Time Travel

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Aruba Airlines 583 8300
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
Venezolana 583 7674 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Hospital 
527 4000

Imsan- San Nicolas
524 8833

Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Mobility Equip . Gire
568 5165
Urgent Care 586 0448
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

January 7
Carnival Sunshine
norwegian Gem

Oranjestad: 
Del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253
San Nicolas
San Nicolas  Tel. 584 5712

CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE 
week 1 Presidential unit #1313
2 Br, 2 Bath, ocean view, 
Sleeps 6   
$14,900
E-mail gkoons2gmail.com
_________________________________210447 

Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino
For Sale or rent by owner
week 7 one Bed unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri  $3,900 
Week 13 Two Bed unit #4552H
Fri/Fri $4,900
Contact  in aruba  
donjovi7@hotmail.com 
or cell 592 0500
In uS sales.cpv@hotmail.com 
or  cell 978 530 6077
_________________________________210463 

Call:630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For Rent 
opal 5 Min walk from Palm 
Beach 
3 Bedroom , 2 1/2 Bath
Comunity Pool  $450 Per night

Divi Village
1 Br WK # 52 room# 3308
25 Weeks remain $12,000
1 Br WK# 1 room# 5501
24 weeks remain $ 11,000
Divi Vilage
Studio WK# 52 room#6304
20 Weeks remain $ 9000
Studio WK # 1 room# 8201
23 Weeks remain $8000

Divi Links Golf
Studio Week # 2 room # 4205
24 weeks remain $7500
1 Br WK # 3 room #4102
24 weeks remain $8500
Divi Links Golf 
1 Br WK # 51&52 room# 2106
35 weeks remain $ 13,000 Each
2 Br WK # 3 room # 
4215/4216
28 weeks remain $25,000

Marriott Ocean Club
1 Br Platinum ocean View 
$13,000
1 Br Platinum ocean Front 
$18,000
2 Br Platinum ocean View $ 
17,000
2 Br Platinum ocean Front $ 
26,000
Marriott Surf Club
Platinum Plus
2 Br WK# 51 & 52 ocean Front 
$ 150,000
2 Br WK #51 ocean View
$ 45 ,000
2 Br WK# 52 ocean View $ 49 
,000

Marriott Surf Club
Platinum
2 Br Garden View $15,000
2 Br ocean  View $ 18,000
2 Br ocean  Side  $19,000
2 Br ocean Front $26,000
3 Br ocean View  $18,000

House For Sale 
Esmeralda 
4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
1 appartment ,Pool 
Full Furnish , aC, 
5 Min from Palm Beach
$425,000

La Cabana B & C
1 Br WK 52 4th Floor
Pool/ ocean View 
Saturday Check in $11,000
Tropicana resorts
1 Br WK # 51 & 52 room # 
1556
Waterval View $25,000 Both 
weeks 

House For Sale 
Catiri 
3 Bedroom , 2 Bath $260 K
Ponton 
4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 1 
appartment
Pool $ 370K

House For Sale 
Savaneta 
4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
Property Land 2000m2 $220K
Savaneta Property Land 
1050 m2 $120K

RENAISSANCE ARUBA
Timeshare
one bedroom sunset view
week 1 unit 2344 $9,350
Contact: 
arubarennowner@gmail.com
_________________________________210476 

House For Sale 
Westpunt 15H 
2 bedroom/ 2 bathroom on 
property land sold fully furnished 
$378,000
Dream Home For Sale
Salinja Serca 21G
3 bedroom + 3 bathroom + 
maiden room + bathroom pool + 
solar panels $575,000
Ocean view Condo For Sale
fully furnished 2 bedroom 2 
bathroom condo on Eagle 
Beach $510,000
Call (297)699 8301 or
jennifer@bestbuyrealtyaruba.com
 ________________________________210500

Aruba Divi Phoenix
1 Br WK # 1 & 2 in Building # 6
4th Floor Pool / ocean View
34 weeks remain on the contract 
$36 K Both 

For Sale By Owner: 
Casa del Mar 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath
Wk 1/unit 1408  (15,000)
Wk 2/1113 - ($16,000)
Wks 5 & 6/1315  ($18,000/wk)
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk)
Wk 7/1308  ($18,000)
Wks 7 & 8/1408  ($18,000) 
Wk 8/1113 ($17,000)
Wk 8/1409  ($17,000)
CdMowner@gmail.com
u.S. (860) 649-9639
________________________________210601

Divi Links Golf
1 Br WK # 1 & 2 room # 2252
32 weeks remain on each $ 
10,000 Each
Studio WK # 5 & 6 room #2123
25 and 30 weeks remain on the 
contract
$17,000 Both Weeks 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
2 Br Penthouse WK # 1 room 
# 672
28 weeks remain $35,000
1 Br WK # 6 room #209
28 weeks remain $12,500
1 Br WK # 8 room # 8 room 
#644
29 weeks remain $16,500
Dutch Village 
Studio WK # 52 room #117
18 weeks remain $7000
divi Links Golf
1 Br WK #4 & 5 room #2122
25 & 30 Weeks remain $9000 
Each
Divi Links Golf
1 Br WK # 4 room #2206
20 weeks remain $9000
1 Br WK#1 room#4208 27 WK 
remain
$8000
Divi Village 
studio wk # 6 room # 5508
22 Weeks remain $ 8000



nal and what’s the noise 
— what is in this enormous 
amount of data that peo-
ple accumulate on their 
phones that is indicative of 
a mental health crisis.”
Depression affects about 3 
million U.S. teens, and rates 
have climbed in the past 
decade. Thirteen percent 
of 12- to 17-year-olds had 
depression in 2017, up from 
8 percent in 2010, U.S. gov-
ernment data show. One 
in 10 college-aged Ameri-
cans is affected.
Suicide has risen to the 
second leading cause of 
death for ages 10 to 34. 
Rates among teen girls 
doubled from 2007 to 2015, 
climbing to 5 per 100,000. 
And among boys, rates 
jumped 30 percent, to 14 in 
100,000.
A recent study suggested a 
parallel rise in smartphone 
use likely contributed.
People with mental illness 
typically get treatment 
“when they’re in crisis and 
very late in the course of an 
illness. We want to have a 
method to identify the ear-
liest signs,” in an objective 
way, Insel said.
If smartphones prove to be 
accurate mood predic-
tors, developers say the 
ultimate goal would be to 
use them to offer real-time 
help, perhaps with auto-
mated text messages and 

links to help lines, or digital 
alerts to parents, doctors or 
first responders.
Facebook is already doing 
just that with what it calls 
“proactive detection.” Af-
ter a livestreamed suicide, 
Facebook trained its AI sys-
tems to flag certain words 
or phrases in online posts 
that could indicate im-
minent self-harm. Friends’ 
comments expressing 
concern about the user’s 
well-being are part of the 
equation. “In the last year, 
we’ve helped first respond-
ers quickly reach around 
3,500 people globally who 
needed help,” Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg an-
nounced in November. 
Facebook has not dis-
closed outcomes of those 
cases.
The ongoing research in-
cludes:
— A Stanford University 
study involving about 
200 teens, including kids 
at risk for depression be-
cause of bullying, family 
circumstances or other life 
stresses. As part of the re-
search, teens who have 
been tracked since grade 
school get an experimen-
tal phone app that surveys 
them three times daily for 
two weeks with questions 
about their mood.
Researchers are combining 
those answers with passive 

smartphone data, includ-
ing how active or seden-
tary kids are, to identify 
any changes that might be 
linked with future depres-
sion. Study participant Lau-
rel Foster, 15, acknowledg-
es feeling stress over aca-
demics and “the usual” 
teen friendship pressures 
and says depression is ram-
pant at her San Francisco 
high school. She said using 
the smartphone app felt a 
bit like being spied on, but 
with so many online sites al-
ready tracking users’ habits 
“one more isn’t really a big 
difference.”
“I feel like it’s good to actu-
ally find out what is stressing 
you,” Laurel said, endors-
ing the idea of using smart-
phones to try to answer 
that question.
— At UCLA, as part of 
a broader effort to bat-
tle campus depression 
launched in 2017, re-
searchers are offering on-
line counseling and an ex-
perimental phone app to 
students who show signs 
of at least mild depression 
on a screening test. About 
250 freshmen agreed to 
use the app in the first year. 
Personal sensing data col-
lected from the app is be-
ing analyzed to see how it 
correlates with any worsen-
ing or improvement in de-
pression symptoms seen in 
internet therapy.
Sophomore Alyssa Lizar-
raga, who had the app 
on her phone for about six 
months, said it was “a little 
like the Big Brother thing. 
Half of me felt that way. The 
other half felt like I hope it 
will be useful.”
Lizarraga, 19, has had de-
pression since high school 
in Whittier, California. She 
has worried that she’s “ad-
dicted” to her phone and 
spends a lot of time on so-
cial media sites. “People 
need to see the best side 
of me” there, she said, and 
comparing herself with oth-
ers online sometimes gets 
her down. But using smart-
phones in a positive way for 
mental health might help 
nudge people to seek ear-
ly treatment, if they could 
see how their phone use 
showed signs of depres-
sion, she said.q
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By LINDSEY TANNER
 AP Medical Writer
Rising suicide rates and de-
pression in U.S. teens and 
young adults have prompt-
ed researchers to ask a 
provocative question: 
Could the same devices 
that some people blame 
for contributing to tech-
age angst also be used to 
detect it?
The idea has sparked a 
race to develop apps that 
warn of impending mental 
health crises. Call it smart-
phone psychiatry or child 
psychology 2.0.
Studies have linked heavy 
smartphone use with wors-
ening teen mental health. 
But as teens scroll through 
Instagram and Snapchat, 
tap out texts or watch 
YouTube videos, they also 
leave digital footprints that 
might offer clues to their 
psychological well-being.
Changes in typing speed, 
voice tone, word choice 
and how often kids stay 
home could signal trouble, 
according to preliminary 
studies.
There might be as many 
as 1,000 smartphone “bio-
markers” for depression, 
said Dr. Thomas Insel, for-
mer head of the National 
Institute of Mental Health 
and now a leader in the 
smartphone psychiatry 
movement.
Researchers are testing 
experimental apps that 
use artificial intelligence to 
try to predict depression 
episodes or potential self-
harm. “We are tracking 
the equivalent of a heart-
beat for the human brain,” 
said Dr. Alex Leow, an app 
developer and associate 
professor of psychiatry and 
bioengineering at the Uni-
versity of Illinois’ Chicago 
campus. At least, that’s the 
goal. There are technical 
and ethical kinks to work 

out — including privacy is-
sues and making sure kids 
grant permission to be 
monitored so closely. De-
velopers say proven, com-
mercially available mood-
detecting apps are likely 
years — but not decades 
— away.
“People often feel that 
these things are creepy,” 
because of the tech indus-
try’s surreptitious tracking 
of online habits for com-
mercial purposes, said Uni-
versity of Oregon psycholo-
gist Nick Allen.
Using smartphones as men-
tal illness detectors would 
require informed consent 
from users to install an app, 
“and they could withdraw 
permission at any time,” 
said Allen, one of the cre-
ators of an app that is be-
ing tested on young peo-
ple who have attempted 
suicide.
“The biggest hurdle at the 
moment,” Allen said, “is to 
learn about what’s the sig-

Detecting depression: Phone apps could monitor teen angst

In this Nov. 1, 2018 photo, Laurel Foster looks at Instagram in San Francisco. 
Associated Press 



“His work was just not lim-
ited in journalism,” Roberts 
said. “In Haiti, he was a hu-
manitarian and often first 
responder, a pioneer in a 
time of extreme uncertain-
ty. Anderson Cooper is a 

good man, a brave man. 
He gives an honest por-
trayal.” Penn followed suit 
acknowledging Cooper’s 
“aggressiveness to tell the 
truth in reporting the news.” 
The actor has hosted the 
fundraiser for J/P HRO on 
the eve of the Golden 
Globes since he estab-
lished the charity in 2010.
During Saturday’s event, 
Penn unveiled the name 
change of his Haitian Relief 
Organization to the Com-
munity Organized Relief Ef-
fort (CORE) in an effort to 
rebrand his nonprofit. He 
wants his charity to expand 
its efforts from Haiti to more 
areas in the United States.
Penn said he wants to 
strengthen communities in 
crisis by helping them “re-
cover swiftly in the face of 
emergency.” In a video, he 

showed volunteers helping 
repair some damage to 
homes in Savannah, Geor-
gia, after the powerful Hur-
ricane Florence thrashed 
the coastal area last year.
Larry David, Casey Affleck, 
Sarah Silverman, Jimmy 
Kimmel, Ben Stiller and 
Garcelle Beauvais were 
among the guests at the 
gala dinner. Musical per-
formances were by Macy 
Gray, Billie Eilish and Linda 
Perry. The event honored 
San Juan Mayor Carmen 
Yulin Cruz and ambassa-
dor Kenneth Merten. The 
Point Dume Bombers, who 
stayed up all night to help 
save their Malibu neighbor-
hood from the fast-moving 
wildfires that scorched the 
area displacing thousands 
from their California homes, 
were also recognized.q
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By The Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
organizers of the 2019 
Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival have 
announced the top acts 
scheduled to appear at 
the multiday event in April.
Goldenvoice, the 
promoter of the event, 
said Wednesday night 
that the big names 
scheduled to perform at 
the two-weekend festival 
in Southern California from 
April 12 to April 14 and from 
April 19 to April 21 include 
Ariana Grande, Childish 
Gambino, Tame Impala 
and Janelle Monae. Other 
performers booked to 
play at the event include 
the 1975, DJ Snake, Diplo, 
Solange and Weezer.
In 2018, Grande capped 
off a successful year as 
a pop star that included 

another No. 1 album with 
“Sweetener” as well as 
multiple hits, from “No Tears 
Left to Cry” to “God Is a 
Woman” to “Breathin.”
Coachella is known as the 
festival for cool kids — and 
musicians. Tickets go on 
sale on Friday.q

By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
Anderson Cooper first met 
Sean Penn after the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti, the 
CNN anchor was initially 
skeptical of the actor’s 
intentions to help the re-
covery efforts in the rav-
aged country. “I’m not 
sure how Sean got to Port-
au-Prince, Haiti. It certainly 
was not easy. I’m not sure 
how much of a plan he 
had when he got there. 
But he didn’t just come by 
himself, he came with a 
team,” Cooper said Satur-
day night in front of a star-
studded crowd at Penn’s 
ninth annual benefit for the 
J/P Haitian Relief Organiza-
tion. The fundraiser raised 
$3.5 million at the Wiltern 
Theater in Los Angeles. 
Some individual plates cost 
$10,000 at most, while ta-
bles ranged up to $100,000.
Even though Cooper was 
being honored, he heaped 
praise on Penn and his non-
profit.
“Sean came with supplies, 
he stayed long after most 
of us had moved on,” Coo-
per added. “Sean stayed, 

listened and he learned. JP 
HRO became an organi-
zation born of disaster, but 
which is focused on ad-
dressing the poverty that 
existed there for far too 
long.”
Julia Roberts paid homage 
to Cooper before present-
ing him with the award. She 
said he showed bravery as 
a journalist in matters of cri-
sis, as the event focused 
on his efforts after the 
earthquake left thousands 
of Haitians homeless and 
without basic resources al-
most a decade ago.

Anderson Cooper honored at Sean Penn’s star-studded benefit

Anderson Cooper arrives at the 2019 Sean Penn J/P HRO & 
Disaster Relief Organizations Gala at The Wiltern Theatre on 
Saturday, Jan. 5, 2019, in Los Angeles.

Associated Press

Ariana Grande, Childish 
Gambino among 
Coachella headliners

 In this Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018 
file photo, Ariana Grande 
attends the 13th annual 
Billboard Women in Music 
event at Pier 36, in New York.

Associated Press
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By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press
A different Nicole Kidman 
stares out at us under the 
harsh Los Angeles sun of 
the neo-noir “Destroyer.”
The actress who famously 
donned a prosthetic nose 
for “The Hours” has here 
gone to greater and grittier 
lengths of transformation. 
Her eyes are sunken. Her 
skin is hardened. Her stare 
is provocatively hollow. She 
looks dead inside — nearly 
so on the outside, too.
Such metamorphoses 
have long been standbys 
of Oscar seasons both past 
(Charlize Theron in “Mon-
ster”) and present (Chris-
tian Bale in “Vice”). “Near-
ly” unrecognizable is the 
goal, not actually disap-
pearing. The point isn’t to 
forget who you’re watch-

ing, it’s to impress upon you 
the masterful changeabil-
ity of the actor beneath all 
the makeup and wig.
Karyn Kusama’s “Destroy-
er” presses a little too much, 
in both Kidman’s showily 
chameleonic performance 
and in the relentlessly grim 
and fragmented tale of 
a hardboiled L.A. detec-
tive haunted by a trauma 

from her past. But while 
“Destroyer” can be over-
wrought and mechanical, 
it’s an often gripping, well-
crafted crime drama with 
distinction of its own in the 
genre, an almost always 
male-dominated one.
We meet Det. Erin Bell (Kid-
man) as she stumbles to a 
crime scene, cowering at 
the morning sun. The other 

Nicole Kidman as a hardened LA cop in ‘Destroyer’

This image released by Annapurna Pictures shows Nicole 
Kidman in a scene from “Destroyer.”

Associated Press

detectives, familiar with 
her hard-drinking apathy, 
don’t take her seriously. 
Looking over the dead 
body, she sees a dyed $100 
bill that triggers a memory, 
one that for Bell never re-
ceded into the past, any-
way. She knows who did it, 
she says in a hoarse, rasp-
ing voice. Silas is back, she 
later tells a confidant.
Taking up what seems to be 
her first case in years, Bell 
embarks on a quest for the 
Silas in question, a ruthless 
gang leader (Toby Kebbell) 
whom Bell became close to 
16 years earlier in an under-
cover operation with her 
partner-turned-boyfriend 
Chris (a first-rate Sebastian 
Stan). The job ended tragi-
cally, we can tell, but the 
full story will only be pieced 
together throughout “De-
stroyer,” which toggles be-
tween the two timelines.
The schematic frame of 
“Destroyer,” penned by Phil 
Hay and Matt Manfredi, 
is equal parts frustrating 
and illuminating. The flash-
backs, in which Kidman ap-
pears more resplendently 
herself, gradually explain 
how Bell came to be such 

an empty shell of a wom-
an, estranged from her 
teenage daughter Shelby 
(Jade Pettyjohn). In a series 
of encounters across a sun-
baked and sinister Los An-
geles, she draws ominously 
closer to both Silas and her 
past.
It’s been a while since 
we’ve had a Los Angeles on 
screen like this one. Gone is 
the rainbow-colored play-
ground of “La La Land,” 
back is the underbelly Mi-
chael Mann so memorably 
trafficked in. For noir-heads 
like myself, that feels good. 
Kusama (“The Invitation”) 
has a muscular grip on the 
locale and the material, in-
cluding a handful of rivet-
ing set pieces.
Those scenes and others 
gain something by being 
staged from the perspec-
tive of the film’s antihero 
protagonist. Bell is an un-
apologetically corrupt de-
tective who thinks little of 
tampering with evidence 
or, to secure a desperately 
needed tip, sinking much 
lower. Her pursuit of Silas 
isn’t motivated by justice 
but by vengeance and 
soul-destroying guilt.q
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By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — When the 
76th annual Golden Globe 
Awards get underway Sun-
day night, who takes home 
statuettes is only a small 
part of the intrigue.
What the Hollywood For-
eign Press Association’s 
Beverly Hills, California, 
ceremony lacks in gravitas 
it usually makes up for in 
freewheeling frivolity and 
fun. The free-flowing booze 
helps.
This year’s show, which will 
be broadcast live Sunday 
on NBC at 8 p.m. EST fol-
lowing an hour of red-car-
pet pre-show coverage, 
likely has awards in store 
for Bradley Cooper’s Oscar 
front-runner “A Star Is Born,” 
Yorgos Lanthimos’ period 
romp “The Favourite,” the 
Amazon comedy series 
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” 
and Ryan Murphy’s anthol-
ogy series “The Assassina-
tion of Gianni Versace: 
American Crime Story.”

Lady Gaga is poised to win 
not just one but two awards, 
for best actress in a drama 
and for the song “Shal-
low,” from “A Star Is Born.” 
(Gaga, who won a Globe 
in 2016 for her “American 
Horror Story: Hotel” perfor-
mance, would still fall short 
of the three Globes won 
by Barbra Streisand for the 
1976 version of “A Star Is 

Born.”)
But the ceremony might 
hinge most on just what 
kind of party the Globes 
can muster this year. Last 
year’s ceremony, atypi-
cally serious for the Globes, 
was the first major awards 
show after the birth of the 
#MeToo movement follow-
ing the Harvey Weinstein 
revelations. Female attend-

ees wore black in solidarity. 
Presenter Natalie Portman 
pointedly introduced the 
“all male” directing nomi-
nees.
How much these subjects 
will be discussed in the 
broadcast, to be hosted by 
the unexpected pairing of 
Andy Samberg and Sandra 
Oh, is unknown. Samberg 
and Oh have said they’re 
hoping to set a lively and 
carefree tone . Oh, the star 
of the BBC America drama 
series “Killing Eve,” is also a 
nominee.
Last year’s show, like a lot of 
recent awards shows, saw 
ratings decline. Some 19 
million tuned in to the Seth 
Meyers-hosted broadcast, 
an 11-percent decline in 
viewership.
This year, NBC has one thing 
in its favor: an NFL lead in. 
Ahead of the Globes, NBC 
is broadcasting the late af-
ternoon Wild Card game 
between the Chicago 
Bears and the Philadelphia 
Eagles.

The array of nominees that 
have been sizable box of-
fice hits may potentially 
help the Globes, none 
more than Ryan Coogler’s 
“Black Panther,” up for best 
picture (drama) and score. 
“A Star is Born,” which is ex-
pected to dominate the 
drama side of the movie 
awards, recently passed 
$200 million in domestic 
ticket sales.
Adam McKay’s highly criti-
cal Dick Cheney portrait 
“Vice,” starring Christian 
Bale, comes in with a lead-
ing six nominations. While 
music-heavy films “A Star 
Is Born” and “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” opted to con-
tend in the Globes’ drama 
categories, “Vice” tops 
the comedy-musical nomi-
nees, though it’s closely 
trailed by multiple nomi-
nees, including “The Fa-
vourite” and “Green Book,” 
Peter Farrelly’s interracial 
road trip tale starring Viggo 
Mortensen and Mahersha-
la Ali.q

Gaga, ‘A Star Is Born’ poised to dominate Golden Globes

In this Jan. 20, 2016 file photo, Lady Gaga poses in the press 
room with the award for best performance by an actress in a 
limited series or a motion picture made for TV for “American 
Horror Story: Hotel” at the 73rd annual Golden Globe Awards at 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif.

Associated Press




